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National competitiveness refers to the overall competitiveness that can increase all tangible and intangible assets in
the country, and the level of corruption in public sectors is included among the detailed components. S. Korea is
ranked 13th in the world in the World Economic Forum(WEF) national competitiveness in 2019, and the ranking
has risen since the implementation of the 2016 solicitation and graft law. However, the level of corruption in
public sectors that people think is still large, and it is necessary to continuously reduce corruption in public
sectors in order to improve national competitiveness. Previous public corruption investigations have mainly
discussed the internal causes of public officials and ways to reduce them. Since society is a part of a country in
system theory and social network theory, public society needs quantitative research in order to find the causes of
corruption and solve them. The purpose of this study is to identify the influence of external-social and cultural
factors on the perception of corruption in the public society through the Structural Equation Model and to seek
ways to reduce corruption in the public society. As a result of analysis, corruption in public offices has decreased
since the implementation of the solicitation and graft law, and socio-cultural factors have had a direct impact on
corruption in public offices. Therefore, in order to reduce corruption in public offices, it is necessary to transform
the education and awareness of civil society across the country in addition to the efforts of the public officials
themselves.
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