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Abstract The purpose of this study was to investigate the level of clinical competence and influencing factors of
clinical competence in nursing students. The data was collected using questionnaire from 207 students who running
the 2nd grade courses of nursing curricula in college and was performed from August 25 to September 15. In clinical
competence, there were significant differences in satisfaction of major, satisfaction of clinical experience. There was
a positive correlation among clinical competence and professional self-concept, critical thinking disposition and
self-directed learning ability. The most effective factor on clinical competence was self-directed learning ability,
followed by professional self-concept and critical thinking disposition. The study findings suggest that to develop the
effective learning program with achievement level of clinical competency for nursing students.
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[Table 1] General characteristic of the participants

(N=190)
Characteristics Categories n(%)

Age(yr) <25 171(90.0)
>25 19(10.0)

Religion Yes 87(45.8)
No 103(54.2)

Satisfaction with nursing Satisfaction 107(56.3)
No satisfaction 83(43.7)

Satisfaction with clinical Satisfaction 72(37.9)
practice No satisfaction 118(62.1)

3 3497“ Xﬂ A
717w

[Table 2] Professional self-concept, critical thinking disposition,

self-directed learning ability and clinical

competence of the subjects (N=190)
Variables Mean+SD Min Max Range
Professional self-concept 2.85+0.35 1.85 3.67 1-4
Professional practice 2.84+0.38 150 3.83
Leadership 2.71+0.49 1.50 4.00
Flexibility 2.89+0.39 1.57 3.86
Skill 2.88+0.46 1.00 4.00
Satisfaction 2.99+0.55 1.29 4.00
Communication 2.63+0.28 2.00 3.50
Critical thinking disposition 3.66+0.42 2.52 4.93 1-5
Intellectual passion/curiosity 3.67+0.69 1.00 5.00
Discretion 3.49+0.73 2.00 5.00
Self-confidence 3.56+0.62 2.00 5.00
Systemicity 3.160.78 1.33 5.00
Intellectual fairness 4.07+0.58 2.50 5.00
Sound doubt 3.66+0.57 2.25 5.00
Objectivity 3.95+0.62 2.67 5.00
Self-directed learning ability 3.51+0.49 193 4.73 1-5
Learning plan 3.35+0.60 1.55 4.90
Learning practice 3.63+0.46 2.13 4.80
Learning evaluation 3.66+0.57 1.90 5.00
Clinical competency 3.47+0.50 1.67 4.96 1-5
Nursing process 3.46+0.51 2.09 5.00
Nursing skill 3.36+0.60 1.09 5.00
Teaching/Coordinating 3.50+0.63 1.00 5.00
Interperspnal relationship/ 353:057 133 500
communication
Professional development 3.54+0.54 222 4.89
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[Table 3] Professional self-concept, critical thinking disposition, self-directed learning ability and clinical

competence the subjects according to general characteristics

(N=190)

Self-directed

Professional Critical thinking R ..

. . . . . learning Clinical competence
Variables Categories self-concept disposition ability

Mean+SD t(p) Mean+SD t(p) Mean+SD t(p) Mean+SD t(p)

Age(yr) <25 2.84+0.32 -81 3.63+0.40 -1.83 3.48+0.46 -2.51 3.46+0.49 -90

=25 2.91+0.42 (.420) 3.88+0.58 (.082) 3.78+0.63 (.013) 3.56+0.57 (.371)

Religion Yes 2.91+0.31 2.53 3.70+0.46 143 3.58+0.50 1.65 3.52+0.46 1.26

No 2.79+0.34 (.012) 3.62+0.39 (.156) 3.46+0.47 (.100) 3.43+0.52 (.209)

Saujfiﬁmn Satisfaction 300:027 875 374043 329  365:047 498 358048 363

nursing Non satisfaction 2.64+0.29 (.000) 3.55%0.40 (.001) 3.32+0.43 (.000) 3.3240.48 (.000)

S"‘“\jfi"t‘ﬁn‘m Satisfaction 3045024 T4 376:042 253 365+046 311 360:044 309

clinical practice ~ Non satisfaction 2.73+0.32 (.000) 3.60+0.42 (.012) 3.43+0.49 (.002) 3.38+0.50 (.002)
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[Table 4] Correlation of professional self-concept, critical thinking disposition, self-directed learning ability and

clinical competence

(N=190)

Critical thinking

Self-directed learning

Variables Professional self-concept . .. .. Clinical competency
disposition ability
Professional self-concept 1
Critical thinking 545 (p=1000) 1
disposition
Self-directed learning _ _
ability 605 (p=.000) 732 (p=.000) 1
Clinical competency 570 (p=.000) 586 (p=.000) 682 (p=.000) 1
[Table 5] Factors influencing of clinical competence (N=190)
Variables B SE B t D Adjusted R? F(p)
Self-directed learning ability 435 078 441 5.67 .000 447 57.610(.000)
Professional self-concept 237 115 357 3.10 002
Critical thinking disposition 177 .091 219 2.39 018
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