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A Study of the Fool as a ‘Wise Fool’ and ‘Healer in King Lear
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Abstract Fools usually make people laugh through their comic appearances and foolish behaviors. A fool in King
Lear also gives us pleasure by his unique jokes and humors, however, he is not so foolish. He is very wise and has
the intuition to penetrate people’s mind and understands the facts. He predicts the future, criticizes the untrueness and
heals the wounded mind. He always keeps Lear company and makes him realize his own foolishness. After getting
out of his own suffering and fear, Lear experiences his healing process of purification with the help of the fool. In
this respect, the fool in King Lear is a wise helper and healer for King Lear.
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Fool: Sirrah, you were best take my coxcomb.

Lear: Why, my boy?

Fool: Why? For taking one’s part that’s out of favour.
Nay, and thou canst not smile as the wind sits,
thou'lt catch cold shortly. There, take my
coxcomb; why, this fellow has banished two on’s
daughters and did the third a blessing against his
will; if thou follow him, thou must needs wear my
coxcomb. How now, nuncle? Would I had two
coxcomb and two daughters.

© Why, my boy?

Fool: If T gave them all my living, I'd keep my

coxcombs myself. There’s mine; beg another of

thy daughters. (1.4. 84-92)
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Have more than thou showest,

Speak less than thou knowest,

Lend less than thou owest,

Ride more than thou goest,

Learn more than thou trowest,

Set less than thou throwest. (1.4.118-23)
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Does any here know me? This is not Lear:

Does Lear walk thus? speak thus? Where are his eyes?
Either his notion weakens, his discernings

Are lethargies - Ha! Waking? "This not so!

Who is it that can tell me who I am? (1.4.185-189)
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From the fixed place, drew from my heart all love,
And added 1o the gall. O Leat. Lear, Loar! 91 57 sgoleba waith AgAAR FHAAL o]
Beat at this gate that let thy folly in ekl deol Badhd 2=A HH 4oy 5%
And thy dear judgement out. (14.221-27) Filo] wrasto] 2|7} A REls)E o] ARIES
s Agd ¢ A= s vizlvES e dua
gofolls 22t oS Tds) AEA glo]l AFdE sklnh Ploje AAle] AAREE Fl Ad=ssiA H9
sk 2AY sdelopt gl Qe e wEAA 3 Ae] S whatiel A ol9AA BA rhe-s
ok Uopd R glojs Ao Abgehs FU% ge] o o Qe Ade] A P= uFe) des =
ok glols oids] o] Addahs vErva Azt Hel ki & 5 3tk ool vhgTE Al #lef
Ak, Aehet ) A AERnt o 215 %] o)y wED wFe PelE Ao so Balw ey
o). elofi= Aot Wge] U@ Aolo] A glrks AL AXehan Fandth Foke] #AH FFG Solx
A AR AR S 3k 7o) AAe oY) A sk gTielA MA o] Sofskekn BEl goji: of
Agk, w5e] wegeol 2A@ dojol galelge Al dHe] #ojrt ohrh
Ady] YE U gl Aol eeieteks 7t
£ glot= v A Avar A AR FFo] =of o] 94 gl FFFE BowAE, AT 3 glo) A
A Fopw wyhth TF GolA gloji AAA wER  °F ¥ 9ls
uh ofuek S A4 15E ek Km0l ol Wi @9 AR Aol
ZEGo} Ajoke WEe] uold T4} wlofe) g o) ofF S el sl VIR s
SOl ohe' g Wgsh, ek ot e xR SE e
' THo] Uil Fo] v v E SR, ol ol &
Ao AN WS AR SANTE HAk B e o
o= ARAle] mAZbaL vkl AzbshiM Aale] @ = o) olel A8 W Alzke] B Ho] gL},
AEE AN HRo] tE ARIEE BASA H, EHRE AEolol, F& ooy oA AL AW o}
aed e et gol waheA MugYE deld o
vulE-S 13 WA QT o g Soj7bA ) EYT AT AAE 222 2 5 S,
o] Hlukehg ghol B2 1389 F2 4 J5A w5
ole] @uie. of ool oA A2 o] ofoh 9Lk )y
W ) o ok, 1L Wew vhE el ojr] gl A= FFAS R,
A AR 2T HY A 22 AR TlEs
AT Poor naked wretches, wheresoe’er you are
H7b wek 1 2wk o bR Ak D) uha o), That bide the pelting of this pitiless storm,
W ohe Zoli olAE UE B4a o]7]= 8 740l How shall your houseless heads and unfed sides,
QT Your looped and windowed raggedness defend you

Come on, my boy. How dost, my boy? Art cold?

I am cold myself. — Where is this straw, my fellow?
The art of our necessities is strange,

And can make vile things precious. Come, your hovel. —
Poor fool and knave, I have one part in my heart

That's sorry yet for thee. (3.267-71).

From seasons such as these? O I have ta’en
Too little care of this. Take physic, pomp,
Expose thyself to feel what wretches feel,
That thou mayst shake the superflux to them
And show the heavens more just. (3.4.28-36)
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