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Effects of Multicultural understanding subject on the Empathy and
Multicultural Attitude of Nursing Student
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Abstract This study examined the effectiveness according to multicultural attitude and emphatic ability of nursing
students learning the multi-culture-understanding subject. A 13-week program aimed at understanding multi-cultural
aspects was given to 110 freshmen, who were taking the subject and agreed to participate in the research. Analysis
by a paired t-test using ANOVA of SPSS 18.0 and posteriori tests by Scheffe were performed. Through this subject,
the nursing students showed improved attitude and emphatic ability. The increase in emphatic ability showed a slight
difference according to age (lower) and the existence of foreign friends, while the attitude had small distinction in
areas, such as activeness and openness. The multi-culture-understanding subject has a positive effect in attitude and
emphatic ability. In the future, there must be verification and qualification of the program because it improves the
multicultural capability.
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general characteristics N(%) M+SD
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o o 51(464)
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countries abroad no 69(62.7)
once 30(73.1)
frequency in v1§1t1ng foreign tmge 6(14.6) 60107
countires three times 2(4.9)
4-7 times 3(7.3)
. N under a year 7(6.4)
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abroad over a year 21.8)
no 101(91.8)
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existence of foreign ves 40(36.4) .
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[Table 2] The difference of multicultural understanding subject on empathy ability and multicultural attitude

Aspects Pre Post ¢
pects M:SD M:SD P
emphatic ability 106.32+ 992 108.50+11.11 -1529 128
repulsion 20.72+4.62 20.71£379 016 987
multicultural activeness 21.69+3.39 22.62+2.39 -219 029+
itud conservative 17.76+2.11 17.33+2.10 1.4838 135
atitude openess 1800:2.48 1888:2.13 2793 006+
total 78.19+9.14 79.567.80 -1.198 232
p<05
[Table 3] The effect by general characteristics empathy ability and multicultural attitude
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.. yes 4.03£15.24 _ 06+ 67
religion o OLLE82 1.353 179 6t 5 015 988
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foreign friends no - 02+1581 1987 9 03+ .65 A% 46
slight 344+15.88 08+ 60
linguistic skills avaliable in - 681604 1061 350 05+ 6 18 | 8%
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unable -2.23+12.50 =00+ .72
experience in yes 2.22+14.26 06+ .62
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