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Influence of Critical Thinking Disposition and Emotional Intelligence
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Abstract This purpose of the study is to investigate the influence of critical thinking disposition and emotional
intelligence on clinical competence of nursing students. A self-reported questionnaire was filled out by 175 Korean
nursing students from September 5 to September 12, 2013. Data were analyzed by frequencies, t-test, ANOVA,
Pearson's correlation, multiple regression using SPSS Win 18.0. Critical thinking disposition showed a close
correlation with emotional intelligence in nursing students(r=.582, p<.001). Critical thinking disposition and emotional
intelligence explained 36.7% of total variance of clinical competence in nursing students. Therefore, it is necessary
to develop and implement the curriculum and program for improving critical thinking disposition and emotional
intelligence of nursing students.
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[Table 1] Reliability analysis for Critical Thinking
Disposition, Emotional Intelligence and
Clinical Competence

Cronbach a for Cronbach a
Scale .
previous study for scale
Critical thinking 840 890
Emotional intelligence 870 860
Clinical competence 900 950
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[Table 2] General characteristics of the subjects

(N=175)

Characteristics Categories n %
Cend Male 3 46
render Female 67 %4
0> 129 733
Age 2= 6 %1
. 3 years N9 56.3
Educational level 4 years % 539
L . . Satisfied 8 50.0
iﬁﬁif“i?;&“ﬂl Neutral 5 07
Sing may Dissatisfied B 188
Satisfaction with Satisfied 6 392
br Dissatisfied B 24
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& 394 35674, AAA 3374, A4 3159 So= [Table 3] Critical Thinking Disposition, Emotional
w Intelligence, and Clinical Competence by
ekt General characteristics (N=175)
7L/H o 54 kA oz Zo]o] o 3Fe] o
§A°5 54 whel ot 3564 cIlom shel B Variables Categories Mean+SD
Q‘1:] % X]'7]7L/§ O] ;H, E]'?—]Z:]!—Aé 018]17} 7"11‘7"1} 3727& o= 7} Intellectual eagerness 3.63+.66
o =goem, A4 3604, HAEEE 3508 woE Prudence 31550
[Basines’ Self-confidence 3.62+.66
o Critical S S 337474
PG E e 5 Wel it 36080 Uehgte gt Systematici 337
) . 9 @5s
qu “5‘]— o0 g]:) Z 7 % /@a'ﬂ'ﬁ] 7]_ 3 68;G om 7]_x]— Disposition Intellectual fairness 3.65+.52
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Self- emotional appraisal 3.72+0.60
3.3 ZtSrlstiol Adks EMdofl wE H|EHH Others’ emotionals appraisal 3.72+0.56
Emotional .
AI‘.T'_ g(g)p, %ng XI % 514 ?:l g_}[\_goH % _1' Intelligence Use of emotionals 3.50+0.63
. 2 R0
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q— H] "ﬂ—;ﬁ /\}'i}é tﬂ:o] 910]—7-” 7ﬂ L}E}L E}(t -2.18 Nursing Teaching/Collaboration  3.68+0.58
p=.005). Clinical Interpersonal relationship/ 356+0.55
ce N L
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[Table 4] Critical Thinking Disposition, Emotional Intelligence and Clinical Competence according to General

Characteristics (N=175)
o . Critical Thinking Disposition Emotional Intelligence Clinical Competenc
Variables Categories
Mean + SD  tor F D Mean + SD  tor F p Mean + SD tor F p
Cend Male 3.55+0.40 0.15 385 3.73+0.39 1.08 282 4.00+0.66 219 006
neer Female 3526041 3544047 357:041
Ag 2> 354+0.42 056 574 354+0.50 0.86 301 361046 0.86 301
¢ 23< 3.50+0.39 3.58+0.37 3.55+0.34
. a - 006 005 _
Educational 3 years 3.45+0.39 218 346041 296 357+0.45 -1.36 175
(a<b) (a<b)
level b .
4 years 3.63+0.42 367+052 3.65+0.42
Satisfied" 3.55+0.41 041 662 3.66+0.46 489 009 366043 206 131
Satisfaction with (a>c)
nursing major Neutral® 3.49+0.44 348+0.42 356+0.43
Dissatisfied” 355+0.38 340+0.40 349+0.59
. . . Satisfied 3.52+0.42 0.03 972 3.64+0.49 204 133 3.66+0.45 101 364
Satisfaction With 3514038 3544045 356£0.39
clinical pratice
Dissatisfied 353+0.47 346+0.50 356048
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[Table 5] Correlations between Critical Thinking
Disposition, Emotional Intelligence and
Clinical Competence

(N=175)
Variables CTD EI CcC
CTD 1
EI 5R2(p<.001) 1
CC 567(p<.001) 504(p<.001) 1

CTD =Critical Thinking Disposition, EI =Emotional Intelligence,
CC =Clinical Competence
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[Table 6].
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[Table 6] Influencing Factors on Clinical Competence

(N=175)
Variables 8 R’ CumR? t D
Constant 4924 <001
CTD A3 321 321 5542 <001
EI 264 046 367 3538 001
F=49.92, p<.001

CTD =Critical Thinking Disposition, EI =Emotional Intelligence
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