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Abstract
competency, and to identify the influencing factors on clinical competency of nursing students. The data was collected

The purpose of this study was to investigate self-esteem, empathy, communication skill and clinical

using questionnaires from 212 nursing students who were 3rd and 4th years in 2 nursing universities in Daejeon,
September 2014. Data was analyzed using Pearson correlation and stepwise multiple regression with IBM SPSS 21.
Significant relationships were found among self-esteem, empathy, communication skill and clinical competency in
nursing students. The result of stepwise multiple regression indicates that communication skill and self-esteem
(F=37.010, p<.001) predicts 26.2% in clinical competency. The most powerful predictor was communication skill([3
=384, p<.001), next one was self-esteem(3=.283, p<.001). In conclusion, to enhance clinical competency for nursing
students, it is necessary to develop and utilize a program that enhances communication skill and self-esteem.
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Table 1. General Characteristics (N=212)
Variables Categories n(%) Mean
Grade 3rd 106(50.0)
4th 106(50.0)
Female 195(92.0)
Gender Male 16(7.5)
No answer 1(0.5)
<24 194(91.5)
Age(years) 24-26 14(66) 21.8(+2.37)
27-30 2(0.9)
31< 2(0.9)
Low 37(17.5)
. Middle 149(70.3)
Economic status -
High 24(11.3)
No answer 2(0.9)
Christianity 56(26.4)
Religion Catholicism 24(11.3)
Buddhism 21(9.9)
Not applicable 111(52.4)
Experience of taking Yes 206(97.2)
‘Communication skill”
course No 6(2.8)
very dissatisfied 2(0.9)
. . . Dissatisfied 8(3.8)
Satlsfacthn in nursing Common 63(29.7)
science
Satisfied 99(46.7)

Very satisfied 40(18.9)
very dissatisfied 0(0.0)

. L . Dissatisfied 9(4.2)

Satlsfactlon in 1'1ursmg Common 78(36.8)
science practicum -

Satisfied 97(45.8)

Very satisfied 28(13.2)

> 4.0 28(13.2)

4.0-3.6 63(29.7)

Grade point average 3.5 36(17.0)

3.4-3.0 67(31.6)

<29 18(8.5)
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