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Subclavian artery pseudoaneurysm of 10 days after a traffic accident:
A Case Report
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Abstract The subclavian artery pseudoaneurysm in blunt trauma is uncommon and rarely occurs secondary to
penetrating injury. Subclavian artery injuries represent an uncommon complication of blunt chest trauma, this structure
being protected by subclavius muscle, the clavicle, the first rib, and the deep cervical fascia as well as the
costo-coracoid ligament, a clavi-coraco-axillary fascia portion. Subclavian artery injury appears early after trauma, and
arterial rupture may cause life-threatening hemorrhages, pseudoaneurysm formation and compression of brachial
plexus. Most injuries were related to clavicle fracture, gunshot, other penetrating trauma, and complication of central
line insertion. The presence of large hematomas and pulsatile palpable mass in supraclavicular region should raise
the suspicion of serious vascular injury and these clinical evidences must be carefully worked out by physical
examination of the upper limb. Since the first reports of endovascular treatment for traumatic vascular injuries in the
1993, an increasing number of vascular lesions have been treated this way. We report a case of subclavian artery
pseudoaneurysm 10 days after blunt chest trauma due to traffic accident, treated by endovascular stent grafting.

Keywords : Endovascular stent grafting, Pseudoaneurysm, Subclavian artery rupture
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Fig. 3. Pre-operative arteriogram showed the pseudoaneurysm
of right subclavian artery with fistulous tract.

Fig. 4. Completion of angiography showed complete
exclusion of the lesion and normal flow
through the subclavian artery and its branches.
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