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Abstract This study was conducted to investigate the level of moral sensitivity, critical thinking disposition and
perceived ethical confidence, as well as to identify the factors influencing the perceived ethical confidence in nursing
students. The study evaluated 170 nursing students in D Province from May 16-20, 2016. Data were analyzed using
a t-test, one-way ANOVA, Pearson's correlation and multiple regression. The mean score of the perceived ethical
confidence was 3.54 (£0.51), the moral sensitivity was 4.92 (£0.59) and the critical thinking disposition was 3.45
(£0.39). There were positive correlations between the perceived ethical confidence and moral sensitivity (r=0.410,
p<0.001) and critical thinking disposition (r=0.523, p<0.001). The significant factors influencing the perceived ethical
confidence were moral sensitivity and critical thinking disposition, which explained 33.2% of the variance in perceived
ethical confidence. Based on these findings, programs and teaching methods that develop moral sensitivity and critical
thinking disposition are necessary for college nursing students to promote perceived ethical confidence.
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Table 1. Moral Sensitivity, Critical

Thinking Disposition and Perceived Ethical Confidence by General Characteristics

(N=170)
Perceived Ethical Moral Sensitivity Cl’ltl'Cal tbl'nkmg
Confidence disposition
Variable Categories n % v v F
t or t or t or
Mean+SD Mean+SD MeantSD
®) ) ()
Gend Male 32 18.8 3.56+0.49 0.182 4.86+0.71 -0.656 3.37£0.38 -1.357
ender
Female 138 | 81.2 3.54+0.52 (0.856) | 4.94+0.56 (0.513) 3.49+0.39 0.177)
Ist* 37 | 218 3.44+0.57 4.81+0.61 3.45+0.38
2nd® 44 | 259 | 3608057 | 727 | 5.02¢0.60 3.060 3.48+0.43 0752
Academic grade - (0.030)
3rd” 48 | 282 | 3528044 | (0337) | 500+058 b>d 346035 | (0.534)
4th 41 | 241 3.58+0.44 4.66:0.42 3.45+0.41
| Yes 72 424 3.65+0.55 2.309 4.98+0.63 1.049 3.53+0.44 2355
Religion ’ . ’
No 98 | 57.6 3.46+0.47 (0.122) | 4.88+0.55 (0.029) 3.39+0.35 (0.020)
Experience of ethic | Yes 105 | 61.8 3.55+0.46 0.341 4.89+0.57 -0.810 3.45+0.40 1.106
education No 65 | 382 3.52+0.59 (0.734) | 4.97+0.62 (0:419) 3.44+0.38 (0.916)
Experience of| Yes 81 47.6 3.52+0.42 -0.441 4.89+0.57 -0.603 3.34+0.36 -0.753
clinical practice  |No 89 | 523 3.56+0.58 | (0.660) | 495+0.60 (0.547) 3.47+042 | (0452)
Dissatisfaction® 19 | 112 3.36+0.51 4.66+0.85 3.91x0.79
Satisfaction with 2.034 2.412 8836
. Moderate” 53 | 312 3.49+0.52 ‘ 4.91£0.51 ’ 4.25+0.49 (<001)
major (0.134) (0.093) -
Satisfaction® 98 | 57.6 3.60+0.51 4.98+0.55 4.50+0.61 ase

Post-hoc comparison=Scheffé
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A JAEA AN subd ol Ht 3.54(20.51)
o] $AtH Table 2].

Table 3. Correlations of Moral Sensitivity, Critical
Thinking Disposition and Perceived Ethical

Confidence (N=170)
Perceived Moral Critical
Table 2. Degree of Moral Sensitivity, Critical Thinking ) Ethical Scns(i)triiit thinking
Disposition and Perceived Ethical Confidence Variable Confidence Y disposition
(N=170) ) p) p)
Variable Mean+SD | Min Max Perceived Ethical !
Confidence
Moral Sensitivity 4.92+0.59 | 3.59 6.56
s 410
Patient centered nursing 5.12+0.85 | 3.20 7.00 Moral Sensitivity (<.001)
Professional responsibility 4.95+0.79 | 3.29 7.00 Critical thinking 523 378
. . |
Conflict 5.00£0.78 | 3.40 7.00 disposition (<.001) (<.001)
Moral meaning 4.74+0.57 | 3.50 6.33
Beneficence 4.80+0.71 | 3.25 7.00 35 ?_I‘i[Hgl‘AoHQJ —S—Elx_‘! 9_|A|-7E=|§ I|-|*_|7|=|‘ %1
Critical thinking disposition 3.45+0.39 | 2.26 4.70 ) -
Intellectual eagerness 3.47£0.57 | 2.00 5.00 3OF_9._?_|
Prudence 3.18£0.60 | 175 | 5.00 EE Y] Sa]d oA AR A7k RS WX
Self-confidence 3.59£0.51 | 2.50 5.00 = 9918 Heobdtr] Yok s8d gArAA AAe
Systematicity 3.32+0.70 | 1.00 5.00 %“é}}iﬂ‘/ﬁi 6‘]—_?_’ _‘-:_‘:—']17&,] E’l@'*&l, H]_\Tll_;ﬁ'] /K]—_—ﬂ"é%ﬂ]— o]
Intellectual fairness 3.89+0.48 2.25 5.00 .
= WA SAA FOIF Aol E B FHE HPWSE
Healthy skepticism 3.66+0.54 | 2.25 5.00 = By 6 A o [ Y
Objectivity 3580053 | 233 | 500 sto] ths 3]s skl Sl ek 519
B A KN =3 & o 7 Ao
Perceived Ethical Confidence 3.54+0.51 | 233 5.00 = e ASd A9 299 &X}Xéﬁ 9
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Table 4. Factors Influencing Perceived Ethical Confidence

(N=170)
Factor B S.E. B t p
Moral Sensitivity 216 | 060 |246 |3.597 | <000
Crigfs;lo:ﬁii‘;fng 541 | 090 |415 |3.597 | <000
Religion 084 | 067 |-081 |-1261 |.209
Adj.R*=33.2 F= 27.563 (p<.001)
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