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Factors influencing the attitude toward death
in college nursing student
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Abstract This study examined the relationships between self-esteem, and the awareness of biomedical ethics and the
quality of life and death attitude, as well as the factors influencing the death attitude among 130 nursing students
in college. The data were analyzed using an independent t-test, one-way ANOVA, Pearson correlation coefficients,
and multiple regression with the SPSS Win 14.0 Program. Significant positive correlations were observed between
the self-esteem and death attitude, between the awareness of biomedical ethics and the death attitude. The predictors
for the death attitude were self-esteem ([3=.25) and awareness of biomedical ethics (3=.11). The model explained
21.2% (F=10.4, p<.001) of the variance. The findings indicated that more study will be needed to explore the factors
influencing the death attitude and to develop education programs for reinforcing a positive death attitude among
college nursing students.
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Table 1. General characteristics of subjects (N=130)
Characteristics Categories n %
Junior 75 57.6
hool
School year Senior 55 424
Catholicism 27 20.7
Relici Protestantism 25 193
cheion Buddhism 7 54
None 71 54.6
High 38 292
Economic state Middle 65 50
Low 27 20.8
High 85 65.4
Major satisfaction Middle 34 26.2
Low 11 8.4
Experience of Yes 43 33.1
acquaintance death No 87 66.9
Death educati Yes 40 30.7

Al ation

e edtieanio No 90 693
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics of self-esteem, Awareness
of biomedical ethics, Quality of life and

Death attitude (N=130)
Variable M=+SD Mini Max
Self-esteem 3.31x1.18 1.00 5.00
Awareness of
-+
biomedical ethics 2:900.59 1.00 4.00
Quality of life 3.64+0.09 1.00 5.00
Death attitude 3.19+0.66 1.00 5.00
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Table 3. Difference of self-esteem, Awareness of biomedical ethics, Quality of life and Death attitude by general

characteristics (N=130)
Self-esteem Awareness of Quality of life Death attitude
Characteristics Categories biomedical ethics Y
M(SD) F(p) M(SD) F(p) M(SD) F(p) M(SD) F(p)
Junior 424 3.64 2.78
(0.75) A1 (0.71) 447 (0.84) 86 (0.94) 0.15
School year
Senior 423 (.74) (.03) 3.56 (35) 2.65 (.69)
emo (0.71) (0.87) (0.91) (1.00)
434
Y 3.14(.78 3.57(.88 4.67(.54
Religion © (66) 80 78 g3 (B9 00 D 66
37 33 99 20
No ?%187) (37 2.96(.77) (33) 3.64(.87) (99 4.60(.59) (20)
) 4.44
1
High 0.68) ©0.74) 3.94(.76) 4.71(45)
. 4.16 2.04 427 425 62
H 2
Ecosrtlztr;nc Middle (0.74) (13) (0.73) o1 3.47(.81) o1 4.61(.62) (53)
4.14
3
Low 0.76) 8(0.84) 3.44(1.05) 4.55(1.05)
scheffe - 1>3, 2>3 1>3, 2>3 -
) 439 2.76
1
High (0.65) (0.76) 3.79(085) (0.96)
) 4.00 5.86 2.04 6.02 251 1.80
H 2
Major Middle 0.79) (.004) 0.79) (13) 327(0.62) (.003) (0.90) (.16)
satisfaction 181 .00
s . .
Low (0.87) (0.94) 3.18(1.25) (1.13)
scheffe 1>3, 2>3 - 1>3, 2>3 -
Death Yes 4.15(.80) 0.08 3.1(.81) 0.12 3.55(.84) 0.05 4.55(.64) 338
education No 4.28(.70) (.77) 3.01(.77) (.73) 3.63(.89) (.81) 4.66(.54) (.05)

Table 4. Correlation matrix of variables (N=130)
Variables 1 2 3 4
Self-esteem -
Awareness of 0.003
biomedical ethics (.90)
0.227 0.030
li f life -
Quality of life <001y (278)
. 0.284 0.158 0.043
Death attitude (<.001) (002) (124)

Data were presented with r(p).

Table 5. Influencing factors on Death attitude (N=130)

Variable B SE B t p
Constant 3.503 201 13.541 <.001
Self-esteem 292 032 252 5.378 <.001

Awareness of

biomedical ethics 155 04416

2.967 0.003

R’=24.2 Adj. R*=21.2, F=10.4 (p<.001)
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