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A study on types of AIDS perception :
Focus on Q-methodology Application
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Abstract The purpose of this study is to analyze the cognizance of AIDS by applying the Q methodology, as well
as to provide preliminary data for developing AIDS prevention campaigns. A Q population was identified from a
literature search and in-depth interviews. The study process analyzed the P sample, the study participants, using the
Q-sorting methodology to produce the Q sample, which is composed of statements from October 20 to 27, 2014. 20
participants (analyzed) 27 statements and 3 types of AIDS cognizance were produced as a result. These types are
1(N=9), 2(N=6), and 3(N=5), which correspond to denial, social support, and selfish motivation, respectively. The
members of the denial type had a strongly negative opinion about AIDS, whereas the social support type showed a
friendly gesture. The selfish motivation type took a neutral stance. The common and different points, as well as the
distinctive features of these types, were studied. The accomplishments of this study include suggesting an efficient
strategy for making an AIDS control policy, as well as a qualitative analysis, through the employment of the
Q-methodology, which is useful for understanding human beings' (internal viewpoint).
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Table 1. Q-Statements

Item Q-Statements

1 |AIDS repels me.

2 T can eat with people living with HIV/AIDS.

3 |People living with HIV/AIDS are promiscuous.

4 | Legislation is required to ensure that human rights are protected.

5 |People living with HIV/AIDS need another sign in the hospital.

6 |People living with HIV/AIDS should be isolated in this world.

7 |Il use a condom every time I have sex.

8 |I couldn't work with people living with HIV/AIDS.

9 |I can live with people living with HIV/AIDS in the same neighborhood.
10 |1 don't want to receive medical treatment with people living with HIV/AIDS.

11 |I want more economic support for people living with HIV/AIDS.

Blood tests are used to determine if it is HIV, I want to test my blood.

13 |If people living with HIV/AIDS are in adjacent seats, Il leave my seat.
14 |People living with HIV/AIDS should be allowed to go to work or school.
s I felt a certain anxiety, for example, what should I do if I'm infected with
HIV?
16 | There are a lack of government's policies for people living with HIV/AIDS.
17 |People living with HIV/AIDS are not even worth pitying.
We should put a lot of effort into construction of public service system
18 |on Education and Information for changing the perception surrounding the
bias of people living with HIV/AIDS.
19 |Many people had misconceptions about people living with HIV/AIDS.
2 We must tell immediate family that they have become
infected with HIV.
21 AIDS is a serious illness, it's better if people suffer from
other diseases than people are infected with HIV.
» A gradual process would have to be implemented, such as

plan of increasing medical support for people living with HIV/AIDS.

48

A gradual process would have to be implemented, such as governments
providing funding for training in alternative
careers for people living with HIV/AIDS.

23

24 |People living with HIV/AIDS are accountable for what they do.

25 |People living with HIV/AIDS should be fired from company and school.

26 |People lving with HIV/AIDS are subject of management.

27 |People Iving with HIV/AIDS need social support.

N

.2 PEE(P-sample)

Q=L = A
B2 PEEY ol opFed AghE Whx] ekom Pt
F7F B2 Apole 89lY] 5 SEE AT o
woll 23t ol whelof Fr22]

web 2 Aol HAAY teky 208S A7
391 t<Table 2>.

Table 2. Types, Factor weight, and Demographic
Characteristics for P-sample
Type no. Gender Factor weight

1 Female 2.1174

4 Female 1.0390

7 Male 2.0469

8 Female 0.9032

(leg) 9 Female 2.8073

10 Female 1.6797

14 Female 1.0694

16 Male 3.0195

18 Male 1.6131

2 Female 1.1581

3 Female 0.2850

2 11 Male 7.9170

(N6) 15 Female 0.2925

17 Female 41321

19 Male 3.2060

5 Female 0.7588

6 Female 3.3255

(N3=5) 12 Male 1.4543

13 Female 2.3549

20 Male 1.1763

2.3 Q-sorting
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AR nelstel 498 24

SEER & & Y
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o fgow el H9x, 74 FPvih UL 5L
AL 99T 2 el olol Azt Wak el 49
3 g9 Al= o 2 t<Table 3, Table 4>, 1 1
oA #alzl 309 3L 1 A wet AlfEe
HAAY, ARRHS ARA AR, A3REHS o7
4 pngoz Byssin
Table 3. Eigenvalues and Variance
Typel Type2 Type3
Eigenvalue 5.5547 3.3900 2.6258
Perceniages of 02777 0.1695 0.1313
Variance
Cumulative total 0.2777 0.4472 0.5785
Table 4. Correlations Between Types
Typel Type2 Type3
Typel 1.000 -0.019 0.200
Type2 -0.019 1.000 0.105
Type3 0.200 0.105 1.000
31 MR - BEY
A5 ool =sl Belg e T gy BEw
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Table 5. Z-scores according to Type 1

Type Q-Statement Z-score

Q1. AIDS repels me. 1.77

Q3. People living with HIV/AIDS are promiscuous. 1.72

Q6. People living with HIV/AIDS should be isolated in this

world. 169

1 |QIL I want more economic support for people living with

HIV/AIDS. 133

Q9. I can live with people living with HIV/AIDS in the same

neighborhood. -1.39

Q4. Legislation is required to ensure that human rights are

-1.53
protected.
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Table 6. Z-scores according to Type 2

Type Q-Statement Z-score
Q4. Legislation is required to ensure that human rights are 77
protected. '
Q19. Many people had misconceptions about people living 161
with HIV/AIDS. )
QI8.. We should put a lot of effort into construction of public service
system on Education and Information for changing the perception| 1.35

2 | surounding the bias of people living with HIV/AIDS.
Q.26 People lving with HIV/AIDS are subject of L33
management. ’
QI3. If people living with HIV/AIDS are in adjacent seats, 164
I'l leave my seat. '
Q1. AIDS repels me. -1.73

3.3 M3FH : 017|1™ At

A3FFE ofolzo] thsto] Ha Suhe 143} B

AHEA S

AFA o] FolE Bl T3S A EEIF HIVAS
Qlojghd o] gk 47} |IEHQ8). HIVAFRle] <l
A FoAT SUA3AS 8= HIVAHRS
dejtdos AZEThQ26). Atk o5 ole @ oA
S 1Rl o f & “ofojzr} 3t A8t drhd T
we)7h 7hgskal s ghedE = gl deolghs A
S g AR, g ojgh= Azt 4]

Table 7. Z-scores according to Type 3

Type Q-Statement Z-score
Q.26 People lving with HIV/AIDS are subject of 1.95
management. '
Q.8 I couldn't work with people living with HIV/AIDS. | 1.85
Q.15 I felt a certain anxiety, for example, what should I 74
do if I'm infected with HIV? '

3 Qo4 People living with HIV/AIDS are accountable for what L34
they do. ’
Q.17 People living with HIV/AIDS are not even worth L4
pitying. ’
Q.6 People living with HIV/AIDS should be isolated in 160
this world. ’
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