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Exploring the Meaning of Self-directed Service

experienced by Preservice Teachers
-Focused on the Service of Daycare Programs
for Lower Grades of Elementary-

Ji-Ae Hwang
Dept. of Eardy Childhood Education, Wonkwang Health Science University
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Abstract Six preservice teachers who participated in the "2016 service of summer vacation daycare programs by
university and college students" focused on the programs for the formation of art, music and physical education and
recreation culture were selected as research participants. The meaning of the experience they had through the service
process was qualitatively analyzed. The subjects accepted the purpose of the self-directed service in which they should
themselves solve a series of the entire process, from planning a volunteer program through drawing up the budget
and purchasing materials to practice, evaluation and expressed the intention of participation. A volunteer program was
conducted including visiting a daycare program for lower graders of elementary school (Ist and 2nd grades) with more
than 40 class hours during vacation. As research materials, research participants' journals, transcripts of individual
interviews and group interviews, transcripts of phone calls, e-mail messages, and self-evaluation records of each class
hour were collected. To increase the reliability and validity of the study, triangulation, member check, advice and
review of the experts were conducted. In the study results, the volunteering experience-related significance for the
preservice teachers who participated in the self-directed service were broadly categorized into 'Becoming a capable
professional teacher', that consists of 'Increasing the power of thinking', 'Realizing the importance of communication',
'Doing together itself is important' and 'Ability to apply information and resources is needed'. 'Increase the continuity
between preschool and elementary education' was subdivided into 'Get to know the necessity of the continuity between
preschool and elementary education' and 'Want to learn the continuity between preschool and elementary education.'

Keywords : self-directed service, preservice teacher, daycare programs, lower grades of elementary
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Table 1. Research Participants

Stude
No nt’s Year Details related to the preceding service
Name
Did volunteer work as an assistant at
kindergartens and daycare centers. Exhibited
Gaha Junior volunteer work like cleaning at”%ocal child
welfare facilities and welfare facilities for the
aged. Don’t have any volunteering experience
with elementary lower grades.
2 Naha Junior Same as above
Did volunteer work as an assistant at
kindergartens and daycare centers. Did volunteer
work as an assistant at child welfare facilities
. once a month for 1 year, Did active short-term
3 Daha Junior

service activities (Child safety experience events
and Cleaning Village for the Elderly living
alone). Don’t have any volunteering experience
with elementary lower grades.
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Did volunteer work as an assistant in various
Fresh events of local kindergartens and daycare centers.

4 Raha man Don’t have any volunteering experience with
elementary lower grades.
5 Maha Fresh Same as above

man

Participated in volunteer work as an assistant at
6 Baha Fresh local welfare facilities. Don’t have any
man volunteering experience with elementary lower

grades.
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Table 2. Educational Activity Contents

CI\lIZSS Time Area of Activity Title of Activity
Formation of - Greetings and introduction of
13:00- recreation ) servi;e members
1 16:00 culture/Art, music - Manito Game
’ and physical - Gymnastics in groups of two
education - Treasure Hunt

Decorating leaves with

2 10:00- Art, music and frottage
12:00 physical education - Making a raincoat with
leaves
13:00- Formation of - Mal_qng a rampoat with !eaves
. - Doing a fashion show in the
16:00 recreation culture .
raincoat
3 10:00- Formation of - With-one-voice Game
12:00 recreation culture - Gesture Quiz Game
- Expressing animals toge
13:00- Art, music and ther with friends
16:00 physical education - Presenting the expression of
animals in front of peers
4 10:00- Art, music and - Making a plaster air fre
12:00 physical education shener
- Decorating a fan
13:00- Art, music and - Changing lyrics and making
16:00 physical education and presenting a dance
routine
5 13:00- Formation of - Making sandwich
16:00 recreation culture - Feeding peers with each other
- Watching the five-minute
10:00- Formation of film 'Yau Are 'Umasou
6 . - Coming up with the end
12:00 recreation culture
scene of the story by the
team
- Making a movie hero m
13:00- Art, music and ask
16:00 physical education - Juvenile drama choosing
the movie cast
; 10:00- Art, music and - ODiTcoratmg friends with f
12:00  physical education _ Foil fashion show
13:00- Art, music and - Making a pinwheel
16:00 physical education - Flying the pinwheel
3 10:00- Art, music and - New sports flying disk a
12:00 physical education  ctivity
13:00- Art, music and - New sports handler activity
16:00 physical education - Squirrel and Hunter Game
Formation of
recreation
g 10:00- culture/Art, music Treasure Hunt
12:00 . - Decorating my own umbrella
and physical
education
13:00- Art, music and - Balloon Moving Game

16:00 physical education

Rhythm Bar Dance
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Table 3. Activity Plan Sample
Week Week 7 Time of 10:00- Place of Daycare
(Date) (August 11) Activity 12:00 Activity Classroom
Area of Anbg:?;;land Title of Foil Fashion Show
Activity education Activity
1. Children can creatively dress up friends by
decorating them with foil.
Purpose of 2. They can confidently participate in the fashion
Activity show.
3. They can cooperate with each other and participate
in the activity.
Activity . . .
Materials Foil & exciting music
* Greetings
Introduction  * Finger play for attention (“I like you™)
(10 min.) * Presenting the plan for decorating friends with foil
and holding a fashion show
Development  * Choosing a friend as one’s model
(50 min.) * Dressing up friends by decorating them with foil
15 min. Break Time
Development . . .
5 min.) Holding a foil fashion show by the team
Wiappi * Select a team that most creatively decorated a friend.
PINg U Talking about the today’s activity
(20 min.) .
* Cleaning up
1. Do not choose a child who feels shy against his or
mcm that her will as a model in the fashion show.
require 2. Encourage the friends who became models when the
attention . .
fashion show is held.
1. Was the activity appropriate for the
development of children?
1)Str
ongly | 2)Dis | 3)Ne | 4)Ag| 5)Strongly
disag | agree | utral | ree agree
ree
2. Could the activity attract the children’s
interest?
1)Str
Salf ongly | 2)Dis | 3)Ne | 4)Ag| 5)Strongly
Evaluation disag | agree | utral | ree agree

ree

3. As the teacher who gave the class, are you
satisfied with the instruction of the activity?

1)Str
ongly | 2)Dis | 3)Ne | 4)Ag| 5)Strongly
disag | agree | utral | ree agree

ree
4. What turned out well in the today’s activity?

5. What should be improved in the today’s
activity?
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