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A Study of the Architectural Planning Based on the Concept of Sense

of Place
-The Cultural Complex at the Thames River-
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Abstract This study is an architectural design thesis aimed at designing a building at the River Thames in London,
which could float along the river and be anchored in the river, in terms of the concept of the sense of place. The
process of the study was as follows. First, theoretical backgrounds of the concepts of sense of place, placelessness,
and non-place were examined and the sense of place of River Thames was analyzed. Second, the architectural
planning elements could be applied to architectural design in terms of the relationship between the place and
architecture, form of architecture, and behaviors of peoples. Third, the architectural design concepts and programs
were specified based on the planning elements and a cultural complex that floats on the River Thames in London,
England was proposed. The focus of this study was the process of formation of a sense of place by the cognition
of architecture and people's activity, and this study claimed that the sense of place could be materialized by the
metaphorically inherent property of the architecture.

Keywords : Cognition of Architecture, Floating Architecture, Placelessness, Sense of Place, Thames River
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Form of Architecture
Shapeless Architecture

Material Characteristic of Water
Inherent Sense of Place

Table 2.

Table 2. Formation of Sense of Place
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Emergent Plants

Littoral zone
Fig. 1. Pedestrian approach to the facilities at the water level
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Fig. 3. Color changes of the building according to the seasons
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Fig. 6. Floating building with the National Assembly
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