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A prospective study on eadly English education and Korean children’s
English proficiency:
When cognitive, personality and parental factors are controlled
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Abstract Although a number of studies have been conducted in Korea since 2000 on the impact of early English
education, their interpretation is still not conclusive, due to their lack of control groups and failure to control for third
factors and use valid measurements. The present study was designed to examine the effect of an English education
program on young children's English proficiency after 8 months using the most well-known official English
proficiency measure, the WIDA for kindergarteners. In addition, the children's Korean language proficiency, cognitive
abilities, personality, parents' SES, and parents' attitudinal variables before the education were measured and
controlled. The results indicated that the intervention group performed better than the control group in both listening
and speaking skills, even when all relevant factors were considered. This effect, however, was only found in the
item-level analyses.

Keywords : early English education, second language acquisition, second language development.
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics of control variables
Treatment Control t
Korean
1" Wave® 138% 133% 73
3" Wave® 136% 129% 91
Intelligence 3.37 3.02 1.69
Musical 3.97 3.58 1.92
Kinesthetic 3.98 3.89 40
Math/Logic 321 2.75 1.90
Spatial 3.52 3.03 1.90
Linguistic 3.32 2.82 2.36*
Interpersonal 371 3.29 1.56
Intrapersonal 3.32 2.99 1.52
Personality
Conscientiousness 3.81 3.59 1.10
Emotional Stability 3.49 3.45 27
Agreeableness 3.54 3.51 12
Extroversion 3.79 3.70 .50
Openness 4.06 4.93 -1.04
Parental Factors
SES 291 2.79 .66
Education-Father 1.82 1.84 -.15
Education-Mother 1.68 1.84 -1.08
Expectation iteml 1.73 1.79 -38
Expectation item2 2.45 2.42 .15
Expectation item3 2.32 2.11 1.12
Expectation item4 223 232 -47
Expectation itemS5 2.59 2.74 -.64

"Language age by biological age. p < .05.
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Table 2. English proficiency score by group

Listning Speaking

M SD  adiM M SD  adM
Ist
treatment 2.43 445 255 052 137 0.68
control 1.39 266 132 039 098 021
2nd
treatment 481 599 510 .62  1.99 1.68
control 1.83 425 1.58 050 1.10 043
3rd
treatment 6.38 578 641 2,14 222 218
control 1.78 2.84 1.84 0.50 0.79  0.46
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