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Sexual Behaviors and Sexual Experience of Adolescents in Korea

Lee, Gyuyoung
Red Cross College of Nursing, Chung-Ang University.
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Abstract Purpose: The aim of this study was to identify sexual experiences and associated factors among middle
and high school students in Korea. Methods: Data were analyzed from 74,186 participants who completed the 2012
Korea Youth Risk Behavior Web-based Survey. Descriptive statistics were used to identify the condition of sexual
behavior, and a complex sample logistic regression was used to examine the factors related to sexual behavior.
Results: Data showed that 4.3% of adolescents had engaged in sexual intercourse (5.9% of males and 2.6% of
females). According to the logistic regression analysis for complex samples, the school level, socioeconomic status,
experience of part time work, and living with parents, were all factors associated with the decision to engage in
sexual intercourse among boys and girls. In particular, sex education in schools was associated with a reduced risk
of sexual intercourse. Conclusion: The results of this study highlight the importance of developing a program that
focuses on enhancing sex education and promoting refusal and better decision-making skills in order to effectively
reduce the likelihood of sexual experience among adolescents in Korea.
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Table 1. Adolescents’s sexual risk behaviors
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Variables Classification (N=74,186) n:38B,;§S1 %) n:35€119r612 %) X2 (p)
Ever had Yes 3112(4.3) 2,200(5.9) 912(2.6) 508.41
soxual experience No 71,074(95.7) 36,021(94.1) 35,053(97.4) (<.001)
Soxal iniition experience® <Elementary period 648(22.4) 44721.2) 201(25.6) .57
e 3050 Middle school period 1,227(39.4) 895(40.7) 332(36.1) (06
High school period 1,181(38.2) 817(382) 364(38.3)

Sexual experience after drinking* No 1,823(58.1) 1,290(58.6) 538(56.8) .807
(=3,112) Yes 1,284(41.9) 910(41.4) 374(43.2) (:469)

*Skipped responses were exclude
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Table 2. Adolescents’s school characteries by sexual experience (N=74,186)
Boys (n=38,2219) Girls (n=35,965)
Variables Categories _No _Yes X2() _No .Yes X2(p)
n(Weighted %) | n(Weighted %) n(Weighted %) | n(Weighted %)
Metropolitan 16,657(94.0) 989(6.0) 6.80 15,526(97.5) 396(2.5) 2228
Location Medium& small cities| ~ 15,220(94.3) 918(5.7) ( 1'73) 15,658(97.5) 364(2.5) ( 00 h
Rural areas 4,144(92.7) 293(7.3) ’ 3,869(95.5) 152(4.5) ’
Middle school 18,824(97.5) 459(2.5) 17,748(98.4) 266(1.6)

School's Academic high school|  13,345(92.3) 1,113(7.7) 1022.65 13,565(97.2) 420(2.8) 270.43
level Vocational high <.001 <.001
evels ocational hig 3,852(85.9) 628(14.1) ( ) 3,740(93.9) 226(6.1) ¢ )

school

School's Co_school 24.363(93.9) 1,551(6.1) 3.36 22,953(97.0) 703(3.0) 4834
type Boys or Girls’ school|  11,658(94.4) 649(5.6) (.300) 12,100(98.2) 209(1.8) (<.001)

Middle school 1st 6,241(97.8) 123(2.2) 5,911(98.4) 87(1.6)

Middle school 2nd 6,259(97.8) 135(2.2) 5,914(98.8) 76(1.2)
Grade Middle school 3rd 6,324(96.9) 201(3.1) 1124.63 5,923(98.0) 103(2.0) 220.13
High school Ist 6,261(94.7) 345(5.3) (<.001) 5,715(97.8) 130(2.2) (<.001)

High school 2nd 5,633(90.8) 588(9.2) 5,857(96.4) 237(3.6)

High school 3rd 5,303(86.9) 808(13.1) 5,733(95.2) 279(4.8)
Sex education No 12,201(92.9) 915(7.1) 5204 9,829(96.6) 340(3.4) 16.88
Experiences <001 <001
in School Yes 23,820(94.7) 1,285(5.3) (<.001) 25,224(97.8) 572(2.2) (<.001)

Perceived High 12,920(95.6) 570(4.4) 179.920 11,785(97.8) 247(2.2) 6848
Crce1vel B K

Sehool records Average 9,456(95.0) 493(5.0) (<001) 9,715(98.2) 190(1.8) (<001)
Low 13,645(92.0) 1,137(8.0) 13,553(96.6) 475(3.4)
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Table 3. Adolescents’s socio-economic characteries by social sexual experience (N=74,186)
Boys Girls
Variables Categories (n=38,2219) (n=35,965)
‘No 'ch X2 () ANo 'ch X2 ()
n(Weighted %) | n(Weighted %) n(Weighted %) | n(Weighted %)
Socioeconomic High 11,897(94.4) 686(5.6) 144.81 9,451(97.3) 248(2.7) 114.43
status Average 16,373(95.1) 812(4.9) (<.001) 17,379(98.2) 320(1.8) (<.001)
Low 7,751(91.4) 702(8.6) 8,223(96.0) 344(4.0)
Father's <High school 13,526(93.9) 903(6.1) 15.56 13,898(97.3) 402(2.7) 46.93
education >University 15,819(94.1) 881(5.9) (.001) 15,212(98.0) 300(2.0) (<.001)
Unknown 6,676(93.9) 416(6.1) 5,943(96.4) 210(3.6)
Mother's <High school 16,480(93.8) 1,072(6.2) 2655 | 17,825(97.4) 473(2.6) 57.54
education > University 12,558(94.9) 658(5.1) (<001) | 12,054(98.1) 237(1.9) (<.001)
Unknown 6,983(93.3) 470(6.7) 5,174(96.1) 202(3.9)
Type of living Living with family 34,343(94.3) 1,992(5.7) 165.52 | 33,490097.7) 790(2.3) 538.64
living with relatives 399(82.4) 78(17.6) (<.001) 375(89.8) 40(10.2) (<.001)
Boading&dormitory 1,113(91.4) 101(8.6) 1,080(95.3) 50(4.7)
Living in care facility 166(83.6) 29(16.4) 108(69.2) 32(30.8)
Work at a No 30,940(96.5) 1,078(3.5) 2066.16 30,338(98.3) 507(1.7) 698.01
part-time job Yes 5,081(81.6) 1,112(18.4) (<.001) 4,715(92.0) 405(8.0) (<.001)
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Table 4. Predictors of Sexual Intercourse among adolescents (N=74,186)
Variables OR og’zyin p OR 965]:}: a p

Middlc Scshzlzilos ﬁiﬁs School=1) 2.082 1.820-2.382 <001 1.509 878-954 <001
(zul\rllliiilr:;:&uggs:l) 1.037 925-1.161 535 989 835-1.171 940
(ZUi?\t/:::yi((i]ljcgt:l?:rs:l) 1.158 1.043-1.286 <001 1.007 8421203 897
P Girlj:hs"c‘:;g‘,’e&) schoot=l) | 1012 890-1.150 859 1.620 1.365-1.921 <001
o dsd‘f(ﬁc?ﬁ(;?;f), StLa(t;;l) 1.189 1.076-1315 <001 1.234 1.012-1.504 037
(Ii;figci/ﬁiﬁzo;ri?;‘fn 972 866-1.090 626 843 703-1.011 065
W"rk(;;j),p;t;i’f)c Job 2707 2.435-3.009 <001 1.861 1.595-2.171 <001
Si;XSZiEf:ﬁgci’ng;co‘fﬁs 1.354 1.226-1.494 <001 1.379 1.172-1.622 <001
Ty]’)’:r;isl;g';’fizvgf:‘gth 1.474 1.236-1.757 <001 1.850 1.458-2.349 <001
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