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A study on design strategy of urban parks in Seoul: focusing on cases
of DreamForest, Magok Central Park, and Yongsan Park

Hoon Park”, Min-Jun Oh’
lDepmtment of Architecture Design, Kangwon National University
“Research Institute, USUN Engineering Architecture
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Abstract Park planning is done in a way to satisfy various expectations, including providing green space and offering
urban space with specific and detailed strategies. This study focuses on large-scale parks that have been built since
2000 or that are going to be built. Their significance in the city was analyzed along with strategic characteristics for
designing urban parks, and implications are suggested. First, the design aspects of urban parks have gradually tended
towards flexibility for adapting to the diverse surrounding environments. Relating the parks to the surrounding area
is realized through connection with facilities or planning to process the border area smoothly. Second, unlike in the
past, urban parks are not just simply used as a resting space but play other productive and complex roles in the urban
space for healing in the community. Third, six design strategies are being applied in these parks through mutually
complex relations. Relations with external parties and planning inside the parks add more importance to the park for
the community. Fourth, the changes of vertical time are reflected in park planning strategies and tend to form a floor
plan. This is associated with growing park planning and is being realized as a major characteristic in urban park
planning strategies.
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Table 1. Development of urban parks in oversea

Urban park in overseas
Division

Image

Feature

Birkenhead Park
(1843-1847)
/area: 0.91kir

‘The park designed by Joseph Paxton has been split into
private residential complex and public recreation park
‘World’s first public park designed by civil power and
funds plays a pioneering role in Public Park Movement

Central Park
(1857-1860)
/area: 3.4k

-Co-designed by Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux
-Provision of the following principles in park planning, @D
Turning circulations into three- dimensional structure, 2
| Border planting for visual blockage, (3Design of natural
type road, @Typical mall and grand avenue, (®Square,
| water space, arboretum, and amusement park

La Villette Park
(1982-1983)
Jarea: 0.55kif

‘Wanted to  maximize traditional continuity  or
homogeneity, discontinuity against stability, heterogeneity,
and instability, and Folie was used as a device for that

‘Meaningful with a new proposal that goes beyond
landscape gardening technique, which is common in
urban planning, and afterwards presented an occasion for

building park though process-based design methodologies

Hoon Park(201209), A Study on the Implications from the Modern Large Park Planning and the Features, quotation -
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Table 2. Development of urban parks in Seoul

Division Feature Location Design process
‘L 9. f th in th i f 1
Children's Grand Park ocated 9.5km east of the center, in the begging stage of development, used
(1973) as golf course Down
Jarea: 0.63kit ‘Remodeled as theme parks (watching flora and fauna, studying ecology, town
T resting, service area)
Olympic Park Located 13.5km southeast of the center Down
(1984.4-1986.5) Construction of monumental Physical Training Complex and  world class town -
/area: 1.47ki stadium in preparation of '86, '88 sports events
‘Located 9.5km southwest of the center
Boramae Park . .
(1986.5) ‘Created a park where there used to be Air Force Academy Down Design
Jarea: 0.42km‘ ‘Urban features such as grass yard, waterscape facilities, jogging track, town Competition
T children's playground, ground fountains
‘Located 6.5km southwest of the center
Yeouido Park ‘Implemented in picturesque pattern .
. . s . . . Down Design
(1996.12) ‘Introduction of various facilities and programs, including traditional garden, town Competition
/area: 0.38ki Korean Forest, Civil Ground, Festival Ground, Open Turf Ground, Future P
Forest, and Ecological Observation Center
‘Located 7.5 t of th 1t
Worldcup Park ocate . fm west of the (fen e . International
‘Change into new urban environment through urban restoration .
(2002.5) o . . R . Suburbs Design
Jarea: 2.70kr -‘Building a hot tourist destination of the 2lst century in line with New Competition
T Millennium Village and World Cup Park P
‘Located 6km east of the center, remodeled a racetrack .
Seoul Forest s I s . International
‘Korea’s first urban park of citizens’ participation Down .
(2003-2005) . Design
, -secured space with theme such as outdoor stage, Seoul Forest Square, town -
/area: 1.16k . Competition
environment playground, event yard, butterfly greenhouse

Hoon Park(201209), A Study on the Implications from the Modern Large Park Planning and the Features, quotation - supplement
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Table 3. Framework of analysis as six strategies in designing modern parks

Division strategy

+ Seeking modern dichotomy of nature and culture

+ Seek two-dimensional of space to be developed into a complex and explore three-dimensional aspects of landscaping

six strategies in| . pjace high priority on temporality and on the change and process of change with focus on temporality
designing
modern parks

+ Pursue open programs and offer program-free space for its changeability and for a creative use of it by users

+ Put stress on the relationship between the park and the local community

+ Active utilization of diagramic layout and photomontage
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Table 5. Seeking modern dichotomy of nature and culture

m]m W 9= = o s o —_
22 8 EE EZE 2 BE S of oy oy M T T o B ©
® = 2 S = — i —_ — ]
B2 0% lgE 85D | e 2003 %a@%mﬂﬁwﬁwe NIRRT E
B kS = ] < - s © ~
2 | 2. 350 g % S @i%%%mﬁémﬁﬂr%w e s S T
S g o g Sm MDU.:W..J 121 5 a 2 bpdﬂdﬂdﬂ‘ﬂﬁllq;ﬂ‘l.AEea ‘LIM-L‘W-‘._ Oﬂy]ﬂl.ldﬂ
8% g2 £E =<5 m g 5 I I .~ R 5 I
L 52 w3°% © Lm %Momoonﬂ 500 W - o X BT m N
22022 |55 sie |2 gy o TRt mT RS o r N R
2 8 = g 32% £ B§ E ol ooy O "R &d ] e ; N
gi5 £% |ss 8ic | ogp o ranxpIzeic: KB R{TIosic
Slec 24 |5, 2Eg |° £5 3 XRERBT AT 2N W 0 L
i e 2 2 GO = R o
5 0b % J0F g By i sTankEiEEEYS B 25.2¢2c%
EE 298] 2 cRe 2% 3£ o M Hom B oA od o R T R Do = ®
ef_ E8°2| 5= 283583 Ny L) Exwahe#_{é%% RO Tl e, N2 M
SEEsE| 2. 55525 | B, 00t S N B e SEp L
I FTIEgRREC  Pretait) TR E G PR T N L S R
HIitHER T fosiPrdzTer Rgrgilleir:
502325 |2beases|esdaisl| wERZT w2 RIS LY MRS T
. ’ ; TS ,HTo#ﬁoLtw_nMu%wﬁﬁ MOO_____Mﬂ71rLMMﬂr Mo
/ T W E T W B i .rMmu@s__&mﬂ% 3K
A = T R P o AR ~ s A
UV YN A = o Ny T o ® R o=
U § oy T o A oy i X o
RGN o P oo o g P < - Pw B AW
ﬁ BEEE LEZR | i acni®
Al e = 03 oj
( WOHX R WA Mo T T T T W
. ‘.._Alonqu‘_,_lr”EO]_l O mo
E#ﬂo%lwz,lm%mrwx%mﬁ XoT o E T o M
T EEmLATREErL 2ETE by
! r T g s d o T o
! e I v i o ~
%) W Ty MWW I
: Prfi gL g oz R P
- o) ol oy < B° or o =~ =) — mr
R O “ g Ee T
E;iﬁooﬁmﬁo_ﬂ N iy o_‘_A}
ol Mo X I ,o]egLiﬁowo:
E%%ﬂ B AT -t - = A = U
e N ) < o DR
X e g B LM ® Mg g T oK X B
~ = X i 2] B o dp w B <A
1%%3%,@%%1§ma@ BE TN T g
o P gy oy KR E A o ot IR g P
| LT E o B g g A ) RG]
m F oo LT P o o TH
b X B gy o o W = wjr TS oy e 0 T
m o, = B G w® s X
1 O o N o - T T L Me R
: x_o%;%ﬂiﬂuﬁzfﬂzo%ﬂoﬂrﬂa U -
” W EEZElems s v, RakaTels
- 70 — —_— s K o ! ng., (e [N
sl =y 2 2 " e~ l532d 2 %kad az¥%dyo
£ £ g £E s ~ m = o) X ofe BK o T T D o) o
z Es 2EF 5% P R . o 2 oo oW oy R
5 5 & S 8~ s L N OE“Q‘J.Z‘_‘IZ.OM = ™o Ei R o
3 5 T E R IS o1 NI T o~ A
: BT T T doop @ O om LR
ogm«%ﬂmﬁ@nﬁ#}o_a% ¥ P E
O R B e W T T AT T

344



MEA EAFEY AARSAT: BAE 7Y ¢ "E5YT Y #4A5Y MRS SHes

Table 6. Seek space plan to be developed into a complex and explore three-dimensional aspects of landscaping

Division Feature
Dream - 2 + Open field planting plan
forest g + Landscape Forest plan
g + Maple Tree Forest planting plan
Vegetation composition srstegy + Create three-dimensional landscape scenery by
Magok | mmr— restoring the topography of old Magok
Central + Implement hill land scenery that is disappearing in
Park - the process of industrialization of Seoul
+ Create multi-layer planting environment etc.
+ Three-dimensional space plan considering the
characteristics of tilt, direction, elevation, and water
Yongsan
Park space
+ Planting plan considering 4 seasons
+ Complex plans such as biotope, lake, and grassland
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WS EQsdt B9 eEase 242 Bl UBA  ARAN FEAR g )E A% 2L S50 3 B
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Table 8. Pursue open programs and offer program-free space for its changeability and for a creative use of it by users

Division Image

Feature

Dream
forest

+ Enhance park utilization by introducing a variety
of activity programs

+ Introduce a variety of programs, including
jogging, waterside stroll, self-help picnic, seasonal
festival, learning and insect
observation

flower nature

Magok
Central
Park

+ Turf  ground  should have the  spatial
characteristics of botanic garden and park
incorporated as grassland and open field are
located nearby

+ Propose open programs based on gardening and
create something that bears the concept of growth
out of empty space within park

Yongsan
Park

+ By creating a small park on the way to approach
a park from outside, strengthen the connection
between the park and the surrounding area and
increase availability

+ Use the demolished part of existing buildings as
yard space in the park and apply a flexible
program
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Table 9. Put stress on the relationship between the park and the local community

Division Image Feature
+ Space plans to be made in a way to preserve geological features
and facilities as much as possible and to support local residents in
Dream neighboring communities
forest + Create scenic forest space with a colony of theme trees and provide
space for local residents to engage in exercise, meeting and
recreation
+ Put stress on the relationship between local communities and Han
Magok River based on the concept of connecting with the city along with a
C agiol pedestrian bridge and a link to the understructure of Yangcheon-gil
;nlr(a Digial Botaric garden Storyteling Bolanic Garden for a harmonic connectivity of internal space
ar + Memorial and Botanical Garden, reflecting the historical and cultural
Botanic Garden for Dream Eau-tinment Bolanic Garden factors of Gangse-gu
+ Suggest environment-friendly agricultural activity space and program
+ Improve health using pedestrian passage and bike lane that are
connected to surrounding area and using the open space inside the
Yongsan park
Park - Culture promotional education using the space inside park through
various historical and social programs
+ Provide programs through which artists can perform using existing
architecture
2 e R ette s ARlEe] Al 087t 4.6.3 8M43H
sotes gEat, sddg ) e re] eEett GAFL A YER s 247 EFoRE A9a}
AAE Hwtel wpet 24 FAW AES AEETh £ g9k B9 I FARIA o] Fofx) = theFet &
& 02A gvhge] BaEeade Awstel 30 Sol U9 oS dolojad He WEe B ANE
S st vk 3 9tk AAle] HAelA FRAY T Z2oage) H
o] RBe FAHE 7ML ol Foi e S} Qiznt
4.6.2 OI=25Y3H oo} &2 WS tolojaor A ek HeFA A
TEFFTRA AT Y RAPFE FU & wATA W, FUAS) o e o|Re7
< AWste 18e UId s Sol dFHoR of o] FAlo] He AfeMe s o= A dEFe
£33 Itk B7 AW 9T 27 L FAE Aol 2 oguoTE A d@ FATAANE T
gtgslo] Rdse o AdEdt 74 AEE o ESle ZESESE ovAZE AAHI glow, 59
A B3 oA E Algkete] o]l E Eola 9lo LEDZIES wlEoR dto] FUu I3k FHeH 8t
W, e Zead 52 AYE S ol B0 oMAE & A ATl 824 549 Qs 2ail A8
Agteha gk, WEF LABNS AAS A X H3 Gk 9 ARYE EEBEF A9 vholol
the 4% azte] A5d Afe o o, =220 Jfest A 5 o3 Skl gk oA
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Table 10. Active utilization of diagramic layout and photomontage

Division Feature
+ Place higher priority on scenic view of the central
area of the park than on facilities by arranging park

Dream programs and the surrounding space in a dispersed

forest manner

+ Explain seasonal images seen in accordance with
space plan in a differentiated manner
+ Conceptual explanation on the zoning system and

analysis drawings of the park

Magok + Space explanation applied to the aerial view and the

Central perspective view

Park + Utilize the concept drawing based on the water and
plants of Magok Central Park as the concept image
and explain

@
o ® £ 'S "
- :, u% + Apply diagram technique that explains the space

Yongsan . o 2 E inside the park flexibly

Park . Hmmu L) + Suggest a way that combines culture and technology

en™® o using LED as Korea’s specialized strategy
m eldos 2@
s 5 = B3
A E e EA s AWstal Q= 671 dlEd A S5, S Sl e i mAEe
dol AR AAdolz Bastse] A glon, 2] g 9 AAAS dEAY g2 dYE 5
Z7ke) ApdelA) AAeha Q= A deke Aol 7 gie,
A Af EHE EoR AepHon o|Folqm gl EA, AARlAY BABAe A FA F7
2 B0l & 5 Tk 53 dztel AA Aol A o MTEA e 47150 mA el e E o
a9t WS FAGOR FAM] AT FLoRA B AWITS BFHOR s Utk £ 4L B
AALAR AEHT Qe Y 719 EES &8st ©AE A, THAAY AAEE T AR
om, Atle] R4S Eal Auiiut AL e A AdS A8 5 EABUY 9Be AsKos
2 PAERD A gete] o] oA Y-S FAIT & FHiEaL Jik
ATH(Table 113). AA, 2 Aol A A AT o AAES &
© BistEa olom, o= dAd AAYYe] a5t
& o] B}, AAH £A TR B U - 93e] 4
5. A= U oi7o| 5t 4 SRARE Asshy, BelY P9 AN
Htgue] e oJoE xolA "ot

AT E duatEdA] teket A dERS uige R A, F2A A7ke] Wy F9AE deke)] ukel s
A Q= Uit o] AGA cjefek AR HA o Ao r FAE He 54S B vy
Aol vpehhs 542 nigoR S mAZU A 3o w0 aaEd 4gae B 498 4 % =
A 7A@t A TARFS A(EF)AT olF Al AVIARE AH AT Se) Al wdu,
s ohg} e, F8 2R AAse] Geg vsha v,

WA, T AT A Pde A RIS vk @y 240 o) A £AF Aol el
oz FRRd 48HE FA4S L AL & 97) e o)x] 309K 9] A7t AT Thoka
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Table 11. Six design strategies

and detailed description of characteristics

D.ivi Strategy Characteristics of detailed strategies in designing domestic Keyword Case
sion large parks 1 2 3
Active utilization of existing resources Natural Resources,
€ o oo
cultural assets
Seekis dern dichot f
ceking modern Qiehotomy Ofl ¢ o mless connection between surrounding nature and park Green network o o | o
nature and culture
Incorporate the feature where culture is created within Program o o o
nature
Inc?rporate traditional environmental characteristics of the Water way o ol o
Seek  two-dimensional of{Fegton
space to be developed into a three-dimensional
complex and explore|Create multi-layer planting environment landscaping, o o | o
three-dimensional aspects of] Planting ground
landscaping Planning .unit—based landscape that promote the features of] Place, approach o oo
each section
Note the seasonal changes of surrounding landscape Time, Season [ A BN )
Six |Place  high  priority  on|pfaerialize time-based natural transition area succession @) [ J ([
strategies |temporality and on the change
of and process of change with Create planting environment through soil improvement improvement of soil | - [ I J
designing|focus on temporality Apply a process tkTat promote internal and external growth Promote 'Y B )
Contemp on a long-term basis
orary Offer space that allows its utilization in a creative manner indeterminacy
Park |Pursue open programs and| K o [ ] [ ]
instead of defining the space characteristics Space
offer program-free space for
its changeability and for a|Present variable space according to the use purposes variable space o o | o
creative use of it by users Secure reservation areas nursery O @| @
. . bridge, und d
Plan connections between the city and the park ridge, undergroun - [ N ]
Put stress on the relationship passage ways
between the park and the|Connectivity with green plans in surrounding area Eco-corridor [ I J
local community lntroduc?. programs for users and visitors of local Yard, Porket Park o e
communities
Diagra{n that explains the space characteristics by Diagram o o o
patterning them
Acti Tizati £ di .
laCIo‘Zf iélzigizmi)nf;aegramm Create two or more images of different spaces and merge Imace o o o
Y P = them to explain their utilization &
Space explanation using symbols, dots and lines - [ I J -
1)Dreamforest, 2)Magok Centralpark, 3)Yong-San park
@Space application, Oconcept application, -non-application
5 B
gon o5l o]2a Sl & AelA tides g & Reference
A Fol £3) vhREYRY, Ten S4TAL
e Folih= dA 354 stolE 7R, o= < [1] Chan-Yong Park, KeetChaI} Kwun, Shin-Yong Kang,
R e . ~ Yong-Soo Kim, "Classification of Types of Urban-area
o2 24E T UE Yyt EAFYE] B 7ods} Parks in Daegu", Journal of Korea Planning Association,
A g Rolek B Q7 NeAde) 39E FHow 8 38(0), p13-124, 2003,
N . 2] Jung-Young Seo, A Study on the spatial organization
77 0l A plRzo}ILol o & AALAZ ulx] 7 & [ Jung g > Yy pa &
sk A, mEdEds @A AAEAE AL 2 improvement of the urban park: focusing on lawn and
ABAE Agsla 9 H, fAFde ANEAE F %%e(;l areas, Sangmyung University Ph.D Dissertation,
Al o= A T AR AolE 7 aL JdE AL gl ' . .
o B} o [3] Ju-young Ham, Do highly mixed-use parks attract more
e 2 AT AR AFE 5 ATk people: Evidence from the large-scale parks in Seoul,
University of Seoul Master thesis, 2009.
[4] Jae-Myung Ha, study on the identity of physical
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environment in Taegu, Seoul National University Ph.D
Dissertation, 1989.

So-Yeon Lee, User Behavior on a Pedestrian Mall of An
Urban Park, Kyonggi University Master thesis, 2000.

Hoon Park, “A Study on the implications from the
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Landscape
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