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Abstract Modular product design has contributed to flexible product modification and development, production lead
time reduction, and increasing product diversity. Modular product design aims to develop a product architecture that
is composed of detachable modules. These modules are constructed by maximizing the similarity of components based
on physical and functional interaction analysis among components. Accordingly, a systematic procedure for clustering
the components, which is a main activity in modular product design, is proposed in this paper. The first phase in
this procedure is to build a component-to-component correlation matrix by analyzing physical and functional
interaction relations among the components. In the second phase, network flow modeling is applied to find clusters
of components, maximizing their correlations. In the last phase, a network flow model formulated with linear
programming is solved to find the clusters and to make them modular. Finally, the proposed procedure in this research
and its application are illustrated with an example of modularization for a vacuum cleaner.
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Table 2. The physical interaction matrix

component 1 2 3 N
! Phy  Phy, Pl Pl
2 PL,  PL, Pl PL,
3 PL,  PL, P Pi,,
N Ply,  PlLy, Pl Plyy

Table 3. The functional interaction matrix

component 1 2 3 N
1 FhLy  Fhy, [Flhy Fly
2 Fi,  FL, Fh, Fi,y
3 Fly  Fhy, Fly Fhy
N Fly,  Fly, Fly Flyy

Table 4. The weight matrix for physical interaction

component 1 2 3 N
P
! LU (R Wiy
2 whoowys W Wi
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3 31 W, 33 3N
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N War W N3 va

Table 5. The weight matrix for functional interaction

component 1 2 3 N
1 whooowh o W Wk,
2 whooowk o W Wk,
3 - g 3
3 31 32 33 Wiy
3 3 7 2
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Table 6. The correlation matrix

component 1 2 3 N
1 vy OV, OV Vin
2 WV, W, O, Wy
3 OV OV OV Wy
N CVy Vi OV CVyy
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8. The correlation

Table 7. The components

list of ‘TK-N929°

No. | Components name No. | Components name

1 Handle 19 | Front cushion

2 Winder pedal 20 | Inlet filter

3 Power pedal 21 | Inlet filter cover

4 Indicator light 22 | Back wheel

5 Top body 23 | Base body

6 Indicator 24 | Fixed seal

7 Storage cover 25 | Front cover

8 Bumper 26 | Front wheel base

9 Exhaust filter cover 27 | Front wheel

10 | Exhaust filter 28 | Cord reel

11 | Cord gate 29 | Actuation shaft

12 | Receiver pcb 30 | Pbc shell

13 | Small pcb box 31 | Motor driver pbc

14 | Control pcb 32 | Heat sinking board

15 | Rear cushion 33 | Up housing

16 | Small sound proof sponge | 34 | Down housing

17 | Sound proof sponge 35 | Dust container

18 | Motor
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Table 9. The optimal flow and loop of ‘TK-N929°
Loop

o Optimal Flow Sum

1 f(lgl»”) f(Sgla) 18
(2,2 3,4 (4,2,

G o e — v

3 f(ﬁbg-,?“) f(?,,g,ﬁ,‘) 18
8.2 p

4 f(s,,g 3,) f( 59,, 8,) 18
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9 /( a,,g 8,) [ 8;, 9,)  f( 9,,9 5,) 27
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Table 10. The optimal flow and loop of ‘TK-N929’

Module Component Module Component
No. No. No. No.
1 1,5 9 15, 18, 19
2 2,3, 4 10 16, 17
3 6, 7 11 20, 21
4 8,23 12 22, 26, 27
5 9, 10 13 24, 25, 35
6 11, 28, 29 14 31, 32
7 12, 14 15 33, 34
8 13, 30
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Fig. 4. The result of Kreng & Lee‘s case study
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