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Abstract As the number of SNS users increases, so does their self-disclosure. This study examined the factors
affecting self-disclosure based on Social Capital Theory and Regulatory Focus Theory. The (extent of self-disclosure
by users/number of users disclosing themselves) in SNSs is expected to differ depending on their social capital
(bonding capital vs. bridging capital) and regulatory focus (promotional vs. defensive). As a result of this study, it
is found that bridging capital is positively related to self-disclosure in profile and in conversation, while bonding
capital is positively related to self-disclosure only in conversation. With regard to regulatory focus, promotional
orientation has a significant effect on self-disclosure in profile and in conversation, while defensive orientation is
negatively related to self-disclosure in profile, but not related to self-disclosure in conversation. Promotional
orientation is found to moderate the effect of bridging capital on self-disclosure.
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Table 1. Validity and Reliability Results

Ttems Factors Cronb
1 2 3 4 5 6 ach’s
a

Bridging1 880 .066 .123 .046 .081 .089  .842
Bridging2 896 .069 .126 .008 .059 .065
Bridging3 692 382 .080 .078 -.001 .192
Bondingl 179 862 .003 .018 -.051 .200 .879
Bonding2 132 844 -014 013 -034 .184
Promotionl ~ .002 .090 .705 .083 .127 -.035 .833
Promotion2 .016 .079 .771 .145 -.011 .007
Promotion3  .162 -.049 .792 .143 -.033 -.061
Promotiond4 204 -.138 .734 -003 .074 .029
Promotion5  .183 -.094 .801 .029 .040 .117
Promotion6  -.176 201  .610 -013 -.069 .069
Prevention] 240 -100 .394 535 -045 -072 . 764
Prevention3 .033 .088 .165 .606 -.117 -.008
Prevention4 -.028 -018 -166 .699 .183 .017
Prevention5 -.070 -.005 330 .690 .110 .0ll
Prevention6 .079 .012 .024 .714 .026 .010
Setting -037 -.023 -015 .063 .697 .203 .702
disclosurel
Setting 156 016 .085 .048 .786 -.106
disclosure2
Setting 036 303 .078 .022 519 .067
disclosure4

Comm. .050 .040 -021 .027 .076 .837 918
disclosurel

Comm. 119 024 131 -.092 .110  .779
disclosure2

Comm. -025 214 -083 -054 .001 .787
disclosure3

Comm. 059 062 .012 .050 -.027 .886
disclosure4

Comm. 026 .037 -018 .042 .026 .866
disclosure5

Comm. 116 196 .083  .016 -.014 .838
disclosure6
Extraction Method: Maximum Likelihood.
Rotation Method: Varimax with Kaiser Normalization.

a. Rotation converged in 6 iterations.

Table 2. Descriptive Values and Correlation

Variables Mean S.D. 1 2 3 4 5
1Bridging 4.88 136 1
2Bonding 276 149 3217 1

o

3.Promotion 4.99 .94 221 .036 1

*x

4.Prevention 4.23 .93 1387 020 284 1

o

5Setting  3.85 1.07 .196" 145" 095 144" 1

o o

6.Comm. 276 133 224 299 054 007 .153

#%p<0.01, *p<0.05
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Table 3. Results of Hypothesis 1

Communication
Disclosure

Dependents
Variables

Setting
Disclosure

Independent variables

Bridging 270%%%(4.279) 216%** (3.481)
Bonding 081 (1.276) 237%%%(3.828)
R’ 046 107
Adjusted R? 038 1100
6.165%* 15.453%%%

F values
*p<0.1, **p<0.05; ***p<0.01
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Table 4. Results of Hypothesis 2

Dependents Setting Communication
Variables Disclosure Disclosure
Independent variables
Promotion Focus 262%%* (4.313) 253%%%(4,063)
Prevention Focus - 172%% (-2.821) .008 (0.130)
R’ 113 043
Adjusted R? .106 035
F values 15.631%%* 5.511%*

*p<0.05; **p<0.01; ***p<0.001
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Table 5. Results of Hypothesis 3

Dependent variable: Dependent variable:

Variables Setting Disclosure Comm. Disclosure
Modell Model2 Model3 Modell Model2 Model3
Independent
variables
Bridging(A) 270%%%  189%*  685%** 216**F* 150%  227*
(4.279) (2.794) 4.736) (3.481) (2.122) (1.968)
Bonding(B) .081 .077 110 237%%x 237HR*x 580*
(1.276) (1.252) (1.828) (3.828) (3.835) (2.014)
Moderators
Promotion(C) 71 506+ 132%  299%*
(2.577) (4.077) (1.968) (2.670)
Prevention(D) - 175%% 009 012 .033
(-2.925) (-.066) (.196)  (.532)
A*C .659%* 135
(2.965) (.886)
A*D -.139
(-.680)
B*C -376
(-1.194)
R? .092 154 207 132 .145
AR? .092 .062 .053 132 .013 .013
Fak 12.405%* 11.099%* 10.515%** 18 746™** 10.342%*+* 7, 546%*+*
*p<0.1, **p<0.05; ***p<0.01
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