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Abstract Many users actively create and share digital contents in a variety of social media platforms. Social media
users have become accustomed to posting or uploading their daily routines, and generating their contents by imitating
others' contents or by creating their own unique contents on the basis of their creativity. Thus, this paper explores
the relationship between individual creativity, imitation and creative behavior in using social media. In addition, the
study demonstrates the moderating effect of individual characteristics such as age and educational level on the
relationship between creativity and imitation. We conducted a three-month survey of 564 individuals using social
media services and the results were used for hypotheses testing.

The study results are summarized as follows. Firstly, creativity has a significant and positive impact on imitation, but
not a direct impact on creative behavior. Secondly, the moderating effect of individual characteristics between
creativity and imitation is not statistically significant. Based on these findings, this study presents practical and
academic implications of the research.
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Table 1. Descriptive Statistics and Discriminant Validity

Results
Mean  S.D. 1 2 3
1. creativity 4.79 1.01 0.678
2. Imitation 185 126 1827 0.880
3. Creation 1.78 141 168"  416™ 1

"Diagonal: The Square root of AVE, bNon—diagonal: Correlation
*p < 0.05; **p < 0.01

42 714 43

4.721, p<.001; CFI=.958; TLI=.925; RMSEA=.067).

0.197(4.225)*

0.752(19.329)*
0.032(1.035)

Fig. 2. Research Results
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0.83,

0.15

0.081(0.265)

0.028(0.121)

0.417(1.977)
-0.261(-0.528)

Model 2
0.74, CFI
RMSEA:

CMIN/DF=17.74,

422,
095,  TLL

0.93, CFI

RMSEA:

*p<0.05; **p<0.01; ***p<0.001

0.06

0.109(1.474)

0.186(4.062)***
0.159(-2.155)*

Model 1

CMIN/DF

TLE

A*C
A*D
Fit

Variables
Creativity (A)

Age (O)
Education (D)
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