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Abstract This study researched the meaning of the outdoor play spaces used by young children, as perceived by
them and their teachers. For this purpose, indirect observation, nonformal interviews during the activity of young
children and in-depth interviews with teachers were conducted in 3 kindergartens and 1 day care center which operate
various programs. As a result, outdoor play spaces were recognized as a psychological space, expanded space and
sequential space for the relationships of young children. Meanwhile, early childhood teachers perceived them as a
functional space, expanded space and restricted space of the children's daily lives. It was recognized that outdoor play
spaces provided the children with good and unstructured environments to reorganize their own daily pattern through
expanded play and the chance to naturally form peer relationships. This suggests that the space configuration which
is most suitable for child centered development is one that is formed within and by their daily lives, rather than the
standardized configuration of outdoor play spaces.
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