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Abstract  Co-operative education and internships are generally treated as an alternative way to increase the
employment rate by resolving the mismatch between college education and the industrial needs of the job
specification. Based on a questionnaire survey on Korean universities, this study examined the current status of
programs and the operating mechanism for co-operative education and internship to provide policy suggestions for
promoting the depth and width of co-operative education in Korean universities. The results of the survey shows that
the majority of students carry out internships on a short-term basis and the universities usually lack the capabilities
for effectively running the programs of co-operative education and internships. In particular, as a part of the academic
curriculum, co-operative education should be focused on the balance and effective linkage between the occupations
given to students and the majors in university.
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O more than 4weeks @more than 8weeks Clmore than 12weeks

(Unit : %)

g 785 [127]ss
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[
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Fig. 1. Student Participation Rates of the University
Field Placement by Period
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14 (48.3)
48 (42.5)
61 (43.0)

3(33.3)
45 (33.1)
48 (33.1)

109 (38.0)

Field Placement
Professional

23 (79.3)
60 (53.2)
83 (58.5)
7 (77.8)
102 (75.0)
109 (75.2)
192 (66.9)

Organization

Field Placement

Case

29 (100.0)
113 (100.0)
142 (100.0)
9 (100.0)
136 (100.0)
145 (100.0)
287 (100.0)
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