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Abstract Drawing from the Korean Child and Youth Panel Survey (KCYPS), this study examined the changes in
romantic relationship engagement among Korean adolescents across the country over a three-year period and the
effects of the individual, familial, and school characteristics on the experience. Panel logit analysis showed that
Korean adolescents were more likely to be engaged in a romantic relationship as they became older. Male adolescents
were more likely than their female counterparts to have a romantic partner. The higher scores of self-esteem increased
the likelihood of adolescents to be in a romantic relationship. On the other hand, having an opposite-sex sibling, the
level of parental warmth, and annual household income did not have a significant relationship with the chance of
romantic relationship engagement. On the contrary, all school-related variables were statistically related to the odds
of being in a romantic relationship. Going to a sex-mixed school increased the odds, whereas academic adjustment
and conformity to school rules decreased the likelihood. In addition, the positive relationships with schoolmates and
teachers were associated with a higher chance of having a romantic partner. Based on these findings, the implications,
limitations, and future research directions were also suggested.
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Table 1. The Characteristics of Participants (n=1,969)

pu)

Mean SD Possible Range
Romantic Relationship
Engagement
Grade 9 0.19 0.39 0, 1
Grade 10 0.20 0.40 0, 1
Grade 11 0.22 0.41 0, 1
Female 0.48 0.50
Pubertal onset
Grade 9 0.87 0.34 0, 1
Grade 10 0.90 0.31 0, 1
Grade 11 0.90 0.30 0, 1
Self-esteem
Grade 9 2.66 0.30 1~4
Grade 11 2.60 0.22 1.6~4
Having an opposite-sex sibling .54 .50 0,1
Parental warmth 2.99 0.55 1~4
Annual household income”
Grade 9 65.55 1834 0~200
Grade 10 65.86  18.00 13.42~200
Grade 11 66.00  17.68 10.00~141.42
Attending in a sex-mixed
school
Grade 9 0.78 0.42 1~4
Grade 10 0.52 0.50 1~4
Grade 11 0.53 0.50 1~4
Academic adjustment
Grade 9 2.74 0.52 1~4
Grade 10 2.79 0.49 1~4
Grade 11 2.75 0.50 1~4
Confirmity to school Rules
Grade 9 2.87 0.53 1~4
Grade 10 291 0.50 1~4
Grade 11 2.99 0.47 1~4
Relationship with Schoolmates
Grade 9 3.12 0.45 1~4
Grade 10 3.14 0.42 1~4
Grade 11 3.15 0.39 1~4
Relationship with teachers
Grade 9 2.88 0.62 1~4
Grade 10 2.88 0.58 1~4
Grade 11 2.90 0.57 1~4

* Rooted values
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