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The Relationship between Perceived Social Support and Career Bamiers
among Out-of school Adolescents preparing for Qualification
Examination for High School Degree: Mediating Effects of Alienation
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Abstract Recently, the number of out-of-school adolescents has been increasing, and problems associated with their
careershave become an important issue. This study was conducted to identify the relationship between the career
barriers and perceived social support type/support source and to examine whether a sense of alienation mediates the
relationship between perceived social support and career barriers among out-of-school adolescents preparing for the
qualification examination for their high school degree. To accomplish this, a survey of 207 students from the Youth
Support Center for out-of-school adolescents-K-Dream-and Qualification Examination Institute located in five regions
(Seoul, Busan, Jeju, Gangwon, and Jeonla province) was conducted. Correlation analysis, regression analysis and the
Sobel test were used to verify the relationshipsbetween variables and mediation effects. The results showed a
significant negative correlation between social support and career barriers and a significant positive correlation
between alienation and career barriers. Carrier barriers and alienation were highly correlated with parent support and
evaluation support. Moreover, a sense of alienation was found to fully mediate the relationship between parental
support/teacher support and career barriers, as well as to partially mediate the relationship between peer support and
career barriers. A sense of alienation was found to fully mediate the relationship between information
support/evaluation support/emotional support/material support and career barriers. These findings imply that, in
out-of-school adolescents, career barriers can be reduced through various kinds of social support provided by peers,
parents and teachers as it decreases the sense of alienation.

Keywords : Career Barriers, Examination for high school Degree, Out-of-school Adolescent, Sense of Alienation,
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32, -65%F S8RE 54K L GTFR Q0% - 45KE JS54FK _65¥Ek 60%F 6O0%F 39%E G1¥EF ST¥E SO¥E - 3o¥E J0R* 66%* 1
3-30 -20%K L2TRE LD6FF J35FE 45K 00 - 14%  S31FE 40Fx 4OFE 4Ok SORx 45%k 4]xEk 3ERE SEETRE 4R¥Ex ]
3-4.  -65%F - 50FEF L 60FF - 67 - 60%FF -48¥E 4QFx QTR G2FF STEEK QOFE STHE SqRE - S5EE 4O¥E 66FF 60*FF RFFE 5% ]
3.0 -60%F - 53FE L SFHRE _o4xE 65K FRIE L 4RE L O1FF 68FF TORK S2FE QT SOFE  G0FF 4Tk JTRE GREFER QTEE 7R goFE ]
M 667 565 431 544 691 719 828 2210 112 268 11.6 9.6 120 10. 167 982 164 181 147 170 66.4
SD 1735 1345 93 132 273 184 161 506 30 60 33 24 31 28 50 202 41 52 44 44 157

1-1. Emotional support 1-2. Information support 1-3. Material support 1-4.

Evaluation support 1-5. Parent support 1-6. Friend support 1-7. Teacher support
1. Social support sum 2-1. Lack of self- understanding 2-2. Lack of confidence 2-3. Conflict with another important person 2-4. Uncertainty about the future
2-5. Financial problem 2-6. Lack of career and job information 2-7. Sexual Discrimination and Gender Discrimination 2. Career barrier sum 3-1. Helplessness
3-2. Meaninglessness 3-3. Loss of norm 3-4, Social isolation 3. Alienation sum
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Table 2. Mediating effects of alienation from the
perspective of social support and career
barriers. (N=207)
B SE B t R? F

Levell -19 .02 -.61 S11.13%%* 38 123.88%**

Level2 =22 .02 =54 9.19%* 29 84.47%%*

-04 .02 -10  -18
Level3 .61 159.37#**
.92 .07 71 12.89%**

*Ep <001, **p <01, *P<.05

1. Social support—alienation

2. Social support—career barriers.

3. Social support—career barriers, alienation—career barriers.
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