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The effect of over-control parenting styles on elementary
school student’s mobile phone dependency
Focused on the mediating effect of depression

Jea-Hee Woo

Division of Social Welfare, Catolic University of Busan
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Abstract This study examined the mediating effect of depression on the relationship between over-control parenting
styles and mobile phone dependency among children. The Sth-year longitudinal data from the Korean Children &
Youth Panel Survey (KCYPS) were collected from 4th grade elementary school students. The data were analyzed by
the structural equation modeling and bootstrapping. The results of this study were as follows. First, there is apositive
path from over-control parenting styles to depression, from depression to mobile phone dependency, and from
over-control parenting styles to mobile phone dependency. Second, depression had a mediating effect on the
association betweenover-control parenting styles andmobile phone dependency. Based on these results, more study of
elementary school students' reliance on cell phones is needed.
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Table 3. Structural equation’s model fit indices
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