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The Adaptation Status of North Korean Defectors to South Korean
Society and Its Effect on their Problem Solving Ability
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Abstract Unlike in the past, North Korean defectors are not merely satisfied at escaping the regime; they now
consider their escape as a form of immigration to pursue a better life. This study examines the adaptation status of
North Korean defectors and suggests a plan to cope with the associated challenges accordingly. The current status
of North Korean defectors is analyzed based on a literature review and the latest data on their current status, along
with their actual adaptation progress to South Korean society and other factors related to the difficulty in their social
adjustment. The number of North Korean defectors has increased rapidly since 2000, but the number started to fall
in the wake of the inauguration in 2012 of the Kim Jong Eun regime. In addition, North Korean defectors arriving
after 1999 are significantly less educated and from lower levels in terms of their occupation and livelihood than those
who arrived before. The factors related to North Korean defectors' maladjustment to South Korean society include:
difficulties in performing economic activities, differences in the political and economic systems, and cultures, of the
two Koreas, and other difficulties stemming from family relations. If the difficulties North Korean defectors
experience in adapting to South Korean society are resolved with the support of North Korean defectors and facilities
of South Korean society, North Korean defectors will be able to settle down successfully. It is also important for
North Korean defectors to strive to adapt to South Korean society by sharing their emotion with the members of
society. Therefore, in order for North Korean defectors to adapt smoothly to South Korean society, it is necessary

to plan some concrete ways that would reduce social and financial burdens nationwide.

Keywords : North Korean defectors, Social maladjustment problem, Adaptation to South Korean society, Social
settlement, Measure
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Table 1. Immigration to North Korea

-'98 '02 | '03 | '04 | '05 | '06 '08 | '09

male | 831 510 | 474 | 626 | 424 | 515 | 573 | 608 | 662

female| 116 632 | 811 [1,272| 960 (1,513]|1,981|2,195|2,252

sum | 947 1,142|1,285]1,898|1,384|2,028(2,554 (2,803 2,914

'10 12 | '13 | '14 | '15 | '16 ['17.03 sum

male | 591 404 | 369 | 305 | 251 | 299 | 46 8,848

female(1,811(1,911|1,098|1,145{1,092{1,024|1,119| 232 21,642

sum [2,4022,706|1,502|1,514(1,397(1,275|1.418| 278 | 30,490

* Unification Ministry home page(http:/www.unikorea.go.kr/)
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Table 2. North Korean defectors' academic ability

division male female sum
N 9 18 27
none
% 1.8 24 2.1
Elementary N 50 66 116
school % 9.7 8.7 9.1
N 300 491 791
middle School|
% 58.5 64.6 62.1
Vocational N 70 114 184
school % 13.6 15 14.5
University or N 84 71 155
higher % 16.4 9.3 122
N 513 760 1,273
sum
% 40.3 59.7 100

* Researcher Reorganization about Y. S. Yoon & S. H. Lim (2016)

526

P wRolAe] SEe nS5Fe Seld W gol
62.1%01] A3t o dHeA} o] 26.7%= LhE}
Ut girk AE e o o] YAk 18ty ugo]
A WERaL QltH2]<Table 2>.

AR FRANAE 19994 o) F ol YFAEE 1
old Y=AEI Hlaste] 3, A, AlF HolA "o
A& FAo|t<Table 3> H31H FRAE7} AAIS
Bao|9Fn AH2A} Asto) w2 A, FA, F
oF Zo] A]lg A ekokd AREES] HIEL 29%333L
A WAAE F FA, HFA W SE oL AT
A3} B2, o913 A4, w4} Fo AE
4 FAAe] vlge A4 ok

SatolgFrle] AFAZ BAdA G S T
B EALR AR FAR A FA BAE ofl S,
=EARD Agole WAl w3 Agele Aol
ol Aol Al mE} ol 4ol, WA FP
o o], oK1 Aol J4de] A Agole
gol, BARIRl Ag-elle o], glshdoll Agole
ool 54 $912 AXaw vt
Table 3. Occupation of defectors

division number| ratio division number| ratio
worker 456 34.6 Etc 46 35
student 241 | 1g3 ||Arts and Physical |
Education
Office work 105 8.0 executive 31 2.4
Farmer 96 7.3 Servitor 24 1.8
floating 79 | o [ Foreien cumeney || g
earner
soldier 73 5.5 Special agency 5 0.4

inoccupation 62 4.7 Fishing 3 0.2

Profession
(toacher, doctor) 50 | 3.8 Sum 1,319 | 100

* Researcher Reorganization about Y. S. Yoon & S. H. Lim (2016)
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