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The effect of parental neglect, abuse on middle school children’s life
satisfaction - Focused on the mediating effects of ego-resilience
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Division of Social Welfare, Catolic University of Busan
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to test the mediation effects of adolescents' ego-resilience on the relation
between neglect, abuse and life satisfaction. The 6-year longitudinal data from the Korean Children & Youth Panel
Survey (KCYPS) were collected from 1st grade middle school students. The data were analyzed by structural equation
modeling and Sobel testing.The results of this study were as follows. First, the results revealed that the path from
neglect and abuse to life satisfaction was partially mediated by family relations. The relations between trauma(neglect)
and ego-resilience are negative([3=-.258, p<.001). The relations between ego-resilience and life satisfaction are
positive([3=.843, p<.001). Second, the verification of the mediation effect of ego-resilience showed that ego-resilience
was a full mediator between trauma(neglect) and life satisfaction for Ist grade middle school students(Z=-.169,
t(CR)=-.012 (p<.05). Based on these results, the practical implications were discussed.
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Table 1. Main characteristics of the variables

Std.

. Kurtosis
Deviation

Variables Mean Skewness

Neglect 1.914 0.501 0.067 0.637

Abuse 3.397 0.603 -1.161 1.298

Life Satisfaction 2.119 0.620 0.013 0.031

Ego-Resilience 2.108 0.406 -0.498 0.468

!
o,
a=
e
o =

B4 IS 9l TR
RMSEAX|4E F&l #etsidict. CFL, TLI > .90,
RMSEA< .05 & wf SARF] A3es At
gk 4= At (Hut Bentler, 1999). & A5+2] A3t® A5
A3} CFI= 968, TLI= .959, RMSEA= .049%2 UEeh}

ATEYS) Gt HFeel ZRYe WrEe 4
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et
Table 2. Model fit indices
df CFI TLI RMSEA

420.725%** 71 968 959 .049
% pe.001
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Table 3. The effect neglect, abuse of ego-resilience on
life satisfaction

Standardized | Unstandandized
Path path path S.E.| t(CR)
coefficient coefficient
Neglect > Ego-Reslience | -.346 -258 026/ -10.005™
Abuse > Ego-Resilience -.054 -.097 028 -1.195
Neglect > Life -010 -.005 014 -391
Satisfaction
Lif
Abuse > -040 035 | 022 -1.620
Satisfaction
Ego-Resilence > Life 489 843 049| 17.206™
Satisfaction

#% p< 001
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Table 4. Fit comparison
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B LA 2ol
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A2 HASEU

X2 df | CFI TLI RMSEA
P(as‘?l‘f(’ily“gg;g‘e‘%n 420725 | 71 | 0049 | 0968 | 0959
full mediation 468.094**
(competition model) * 73| 0.051 | 0.964 0.955
% < 001
Table 5. Sobel test
Path Z(SD) | t(CR)
Trauma (Neglect) > Ego-Resilience > Life Satisfaction -169 | -.012*

* p<.05
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