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Abstract This study was conducted to understand the conceptual definition and characteristics of health inequality.
To accomplish this, we analyzed data collected from 14 participants as well as from available literature regarding
health inequality using the hybrid model introduced by Schwartz-Barcott and Kim. We categorized health inequality
into nine attributes in three dimensions. These dimensions included "target", "precede", and "result," corresponding
to the target, cause and consequence of health inequality, respectively. Specifically, we define health inequality as
individuals, families, communities, socio-economic, or geographically distinct demographic groups that are treated
unfairly and result in several problems such as loss of quality of life, reduction of survival rate, or aggravation of
a disease due to (i) poor treatment by a hospital (ii) irregular meals, (iii) desperate need for work (for money), (iv)
expensive medical care costs, (v) qualitative differences in medical care by regional groups (vi) the lack of knowledge
regarding disease (vii) and inadequate health care because of lack of time. As a result of this unfair treatment, human
rights violation occurs. The major contribution from this paper is that we provide a guideline for establishing strategies
to reduce health inequality by identifying the concept of health inequality. Based on this study, we recommend
development of an educational program to reduce health inequalities.
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(N

Job
Teacher
Unworkingness
An insurance company employee
Clothing management
A junkman
A comn retailer
Unworkingness
Jeweler's shop management
Doctor
Nurse
Nurse
Nurse

An insurance company employee
Dry laundry management

Economic
status

Middle
Low
Low
Low
Low
Low
Low
Low
Low
High
Middle
Middle
Middle
Middle

people group

Small town
529

Location
Small town
Small town
Small town
Small town
Small town
Small town
Small town
Small town
Small town

Expert group
Township

big city

city
city

Education
Above university
elementary school

High school
High school
elementary school
elementary school
elementary school
elementary school
elementary school
university
university
university
Above university
Above university

Age
F/60
F/44
F/58
F/58
F/43
F/58
F/56
F/66
F/65
M/59
M/31
F27
F/40
F/37

Gender/

10
11
12
13
14

Participants

Table 1. The Characteristics of Participants
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Table 2. The Dimensions and Attributes of Health Inequalities

Dimensions

Attributes

Target domain

(Target of suffer from health inequalities)

Individuals, Families, Communities, Socio-economic, or Geographically
distinct demographic groups

Precede domainl.
Health Inequalities of
Economic

A poor treatment from a hospital

Irregular meals

Desperate need for a work(for money)

Expensive medical care costs

Precede domain

Precede domain2.
Health Inequalities of
Geographic

Qualitative difference in medical care by regional groups

(Causes of Health Inequality)

Precede domain3.
Health Inequalities of
Intellectual

The lack of knowledge on discase

Precede domain4.
Health Inequalities of
Occupation

The inadequate health care because of tied time.

Result domain
(Results of Health Inequality)

Aggravation of a disease

Reduction of the survival rate

Loss of quality of life
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