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Abstract The low birth rate in South Korea is a very serious problem. Recently, as personal happiness has emerged
as an important life value of life, unmarried people have developed a negative tendency toward marriage. This study
was conducted to investigate the attitude toward marriage, gender role and having children among college students,
and to identify the factors affecting marriage. The participants were 383 unmarried nursing college students who live
in D city. Data were collected from self-report questionnaires and analyzed using the t-test, one-way ANOVA,
Pearson's correlation coefficients, and stepwise multiple regression using the SPSS 22.0 program. Gender was a
significant variable influencing attitude toward marriage. Moreover, the attitude toward marriage was negatively
correlated with gender role, and positively correlated with having children. Attitude toward gender role was negatively
correlated with having children. Regression analysis of the factors affecting attitude toward marriage showed that
gender (male), attitude toward gender role, and attitude toward having children were significant influencing factors.
Moreover, this model explained 51.9% of variance in attitude toward marriage. Overall, it is necessary to change
individual values to solve the problem of low birthrate.
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Table 1. Attitude toward marriage according to general characteristics (N=383)
Variables Categories n(%) mean+SD tor F p
Female 324(84.6) 2.30+0.45 -4.49 <.001
Gender
Male 59(15.4) 2.59+0.47
<20 80(20.9) 2.3840.49 0.37 .690
Age 21~24 228(59.5) 2.33+0.44
=25 75(19.6) 2.3440.52
Freshmen 113(29.5) 2.34+0.50 1.84 .140
Sophomore 72(18.8) 2.24+0.48
Grade p
Junior 99(25.8) 2.39+0.42
Senior 99(25.8) 2.3940.44
.. Yes 133(34.7) 2.31+0.56 -1.57 119
Religion
No 250(65.3) 2.46+0.05
.. . Yes 280(73.1) 2.36+0.46 0.75 449
Living with parents
No 103(26.9) 2.32+0.47
Ist 181(47.3) 2.37+0.48 0.65 525
Birth order 2nd 176(46.0) 2.32+0.46
>3rd 26(6.8) 2.38+0.41
1 227(59.3) 2.37+0.48 0.64 .140
Number of siblings 2 94(24.5) 2.3240.46
>3 62(16.2) 2.38+0.40
Family h Yes 236(61.6) 2.3440.45 -0.23 .819
amtly harmony No 147(38.4) 235:0.49
Taking a family or Yes 275(71.8) 2.36£0.47 0.61 545
marriage class before No 108(20.1) 2.32+0.45

3.2 tHaXte A=a, dAstat 9 X Eo|

tdAke] Hit AgE 44 e A& 2.35+0.47
A, A9y 3.05£0.417%, AAF 261042807 1}
E}stti(Table 2).

Table 2. Attitude toward marriage, gender role, and

having child of subjects (N=383)
Variables Mean+SD Min~Max
Attitude toward marriage 2.35+0.47 1.00~3.78
Attitude toward gender role 3.05+0.41 2.00~4.00
Attitude toward having child 2.61+0.42 1.18~3.73
3.3 CHAIXIS] ZER, NHTE Y KHARol
A
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p<.001) Z} Vs o] AaaA(=.68, p<.001)S B

i, 49 JJr }DM 9] A (=30, p<001)
& Hole= A Yehgt(Table 3).

Table 3. Correlation among variables

(N=383)

Attitude toward

Attitude toward

Variables gender role having child
1(p)
Attitude ltoward -39(<.001) .68(<.001)
marriage
Attitude toward -.30(<.001)

gender role
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Table 4. Variables influencing attitude toward marriage (N=383)
Variables Attitude toward marriage
B SE B t P R’ Adj R F P
step 1 2.30 0.02 90.99 <.001 0.05 0.05 20.21 <.001
Gender (male) 0.29 0.06 222 4.49 <.001
step 2 3.56 0.16 2145 <.001 0.18 0.17 40.99 <.001
Gender (male) 0.18 0.06 0.15 3.04 .002
Attitude toward gender role -0.40 0.05 -0.36 -7.66 <.001
step 3 1.12 0.19 5.79 <.001 0.52 0.52 138.60 <.001
Gender (male) 0.17 0.04 0.14 372 <.001
Attitude toward gender role -0.19 0.04 -0.17 -4.68 <.001
Attitude toward having child 0.69 0.04 0.62 16.57 <.001
A B8 AR S A 194 4 dgacls rdekr] A8 Al=HA o8 S8 V&
& 7P (dummy variable) Agate] e, 29 H o AEe =

AA g, 3gA A A AS Fske] A,
AGedty) AJude] A& v A= 93 ARE 9l
319

tEdd ANRAS A% e A
Durbin-Watson #+2 1.832.% 20) 774y ZF =W
2] Al G, FARAL 0870,
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