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Abstract This study was a descriptive study to investigate the effects of nursing students' consciousness of biomedical
ethics, good death recognition, and self-esteem on attitudes toward withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment. The subjects
of this study were 204 nursing students attending university. The data were collected from October 24 to October 31,
2017 and analyzed using the SPSS Win. 22.0 program. Attitudes toward withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment scored
2.97+0.29 out of 4, 3.01 + 0.31 for biomedical ethics, 3.24 + 0.38 for good death recognition and 3.23 + 0.41 for
self-esteem. There was a significant positive correlation between attitudes toward withdrawal of life-sustaining
treatment and good death recognition, and there was a significant positive correlation between attitudes toward
withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment and self-esteem. As a result of multiple regression analysis, it was found that
good death perception affected nursing students' attitudes toward the withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment. In other
words, elevated perception of good death was associated with more positives attitudes toward withdrawal of
life-sustaining treatment. Based on the above results, it is necessary to develop a systematic education program for
nursing college students. In addition, this researcher proposes an in-depth study to explore the variables that influence
nursing students' attitudes toward withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment.
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(Table 1).
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Table 1. General Characteristic of Subjects and Attitude toward Withdrawal of Life-Sustaining Treatment according
to General Characteristics of Subjects

(N=204)
Characteristics Categories N % M+£SD t/F p
Gender Male 24 11.8 2.94+0.29
-0.32 749
Female 180 88.2 2.96+0.28
Grade First 28 13.7 2.92+0.28
Second 32 15.7 3.03+0.29
: 0.84 474
third 66 32.4 2.97+0.28
fourth 78 38.2 2.95+0.28
Religion Yes 73 35.8 2.95+0.25
-0.58 564
No 130 63.7 2.97+0.30
Ethical value Very firm 14 6.9 3.12+0.31
somewhat firm 152 74.5 2.95+0.28
- 1.77 154
sometimes confused 25 12.3 2.97+0.28
depends on the situation 13 6.4 2.89+0.29
Received biomedical ethics education Yes 188 922 2.96+0.28
-0.04 970
No 16 7.8 2.96+0.35
Experienced Yes 160 78.4 2.96+0.28
the death of close relatives, -0.06 952
acquaintances No 44 21.6 2.96+0.31
Received good death education Yes 72 353 3.00+£0.28 146 146
No 132 64.7 2.94+0.28 ) '
Understanding of death highly understand 39 19.1 2.97+0.28
somewhat understand 125 61.3 2.98+0.26 0.55 577
a little understand 40 19.6 2.92+0.34
Received withdrawal of life-sustaining Yes 87 42.6 2.96+0.25 0.06 955
treatment. education No 117 574 2.96£0.31 ' '
Table 2. Degree of Consciousness of Biomedical 2.2.4 AR MHo|gRE| oA E2 =3 2l
Ethics, Good Death Recognition, Self-Esteem = =
T gnition, A, XjotESZ, HEX|m FTHol chet Ef
and Attitude toward Withdrawal of
. .. . Zio| 1
Life-Sustaining Treatment of the Subjects = Zko| 2|
(N=204) ARA® Tkl iRk Best fof g FudAE B
ofariables b 9 MEE FE F5 =40, p<001), AokEFH
Consciousness of | Total 3.01+0.31 o] oloir
biomedical cthics | Fetal right of life 2.9420.61 (r=.18, p=.009)°] 3{SITHTable 3).
Artificial abortion 2.1940.59
Artificial insemination 2.82+0.49 225 [H)é)l-xl._o_l ﬁnoqilg_ %E}(}" EH%I_} EHEO'" %q
Fetal diagnosis 3.32+0.52 st glxl= 9ol
oF= —
Newborn babies’ right to life | 3.53+0.48 ge oixl= 2
Euthanasia 2.88+0.75 rﬂ/\ol—x]—gl Ojuéi]_g %E’Oﬂ EH??} ﬂ]_l,i_oﬂ 036;}% H] i]
Internal organ transplant 3.35+0.49 = .3_?_]% T]'O—,]'T‘D‘]J] _?45—]_04 E}%ﬂ—?’]-ﬁr@'% /\El/\] 5—]_(}:}\1;}
Brain death 2.48+0.60
S| AR AA5L7] 98] =22 7)ol =LA A] 31
Human biotechnology 3.010.62 SIS A Al SENT ke e
Good death | Total 324£038 FTEWF AEHE HEST 1 23 TAEHA
recognition Clinical signs 3.15+0.45 (Tolerance)= .809-.906 0.7 .1 0])8.01%37" B ko)
Intimacy 3.41+0.38
| i i 7} 1.104-1.236 2. H
Control 20550.60 KHVariance Inflation Factor)”} 1.104-1.2362.% 107]
Self-csteem 3232041 Holnz thggiddel EAl7E §1903L, Durbin-Watson
Attitude toward withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment | 2.97+0.29 2= 2.051% 20 7Pbe AlE JeRg xpr)aks
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R4S AAsh7lel A gstsit.

s 391 24 AR At BEse] A
2 suo] 3 Bl frod T T W T
o IS AS R e L(B=376, p<.001), ©] W
T ARAR gl Wit BEE 15.1% st
(F=13.00, p<.001). 5, F& S5 Mol £&F5 AW
Ag el g HErt 6 SAAYE & 5 Al
(Table 4).

Table 3. Correlation among the Consciousness of
Biomedical Ethics, Good Death Recognition,
Self-Esteem and Attitude toward Withdrawal of
Life-Sustaining Treatment

(N=204)
1 2 3 4
Variables
1(p)
1. Consciousness
of biomedical 1
ethics
2.
.16
h 1
Good deat (.024)
recognition
3. .30 34 1
Self-esteem (<.001) (<.001)
4.
e 0w
withdraw (981) (<.001) (.009)

life-sustaining
treatment

Table 4. Factors Influencing on the Attitude toward
Withdrawal of Life-Sustaining Treatment

(N=204)
B SE B t p
(Constant) 2125 | 230 925 | p<001
Consciousness of | (00 | o3l g3 | 122 | 224
biomedical ethics
Good death 277 | 051| 376 | 545 | p<ool
recognition
Self-esteem .055 .051 .079 1.09 277
Adj. R>=151, F=13.00, p<.001
2.3 =9
2 ATE tagisie s gy 94, 22 =
& 1A, AolEFe] ABAE Sl Ulg Bk v
A& QL sotels A& 2AA Tl HEnatA
o el AR ol AR Sushrt 74.5%2
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