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Abstract The purpose of this study is to assess the play and leisure status of children in Korea. The subjects of
the study were 564 children in elementary, middle, and high school classes in four districts of Seoul and one rural
district in Gyeonggi Province. We surveyed and analyzed the objects, time, place and cost of both play and leisure
and investigated the differences according to age, region and sex. The results of this study can be summarized as
follows. First, the children's play and leisure subjects were more likely to be friends than family members, and the
proportion of fathers among the parents decreased with increasing age. Second, the children spent most of their play
and leisure time on media related activities. Third, unlike in the past, the children's places of play and leisure were
very diverse and included many adult or commercial places, such as cafes and karaoke studios. Fourth, there were
no differences in the cost of play and leisure, depending on the age or sex of the children, but there were regional
differences.
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Table 1. Objects of Play & Leisure

Objects N(%)

Friends . Mostly Mostly :
Ve Friends Friends Half Famil Family

Family 123(22.2) 204(36.9) 190(34.4) 28(5.1) 8(1.4)

Mother Mostly Mostly
v Mother Mother Half Father Father

Father  78(14.5) 122(22.6) 260(48.2) 53(9.8)  26(4.8)

Table 2. Objects of Play & Leisure by Age, and Gender

. Elementary  Middle High 2
Objects Age F(%) F(%) F (%) X
Friends 40233) 36(209) 47(22.5)
. Mostly Friends 47(27.3)  64(37.2) 93(44.5)
F“jgds Half 67(39.0)  66(38.4) S7273) o e
Family Mostly Family  11(6.4) 6(3.5)  115.3)
Family 7(4.1) 00)  1(0.5)
Total 164(100)  168(100) 209(100)
Age Elementary  Middle High
F(%) F(%) F(%)
Mother 21(12.8) 26(15.5  31(15.0)
Mosly Mother  18(11.0)  45(26.8) 59(285) , o
Half 81(49.4)  78(48.4) 101(48.8)
Mostly Father 27(16.5)  15(8.9)  11(5.3)
Father 17(10.4) 42.4)  52.4)
Mgtshef Total 164(100)  168(100) 209(100)
Bo Girl
Father Gender F(“/Z) )
Mother 28(10.3) 50(19.1)
Mostly Mother 50(18.3) 71(27.1) 2541
Half 142(52.0) 116(44.3) :
Mostly Father 39(14.3) 13(5.0)
Father 14(5.1) 12(4.6)
Total 168(100) 209(100)

#9<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001
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Table 3. Time of Play & Leisure by Age

945 Bol g

. Elementary Middle High 2
Time F(%) F(%) F(%) X

Do not 38(23.8)  64(40.3)  76(37.4)
0-1hour 63(39.4)  62(39.0)  79(38.9)
1-2hour 4125.6)  19(0.9)  29(14.3)

Hobby 2-3hour 12(7.5)  11(6.9) 9(4.4)  21.60*
3-4hour 29(1.3) 1(0.6) 3(1.5)
Over 4hour 4(2.5) 2(1.3) 73.4)
Total 16(100)  159(100)  203(100)
Do not 25(15.9) 3(1.9) 5(2.4)
0-1hour 62(39.5)  25(15.8)  37(18.0)
1-2hour 37(23.6)  40(25.3)  78(38.0)

Media 2-3hour 18(11.5)  49(31.0)  42(20.5) 90 14%=
3-4hour 5(3.2) 1489  17(83)
Over 4hour 106.4)  2717.1)  26(12.7
Total 157(100)  158(100)  205(100)
Do not 5031.8)  24(15.1)  26(12.9)
0-1hour 52(33.1)  4025.2)  67(33.3)
1-2hour 29(18.5)  37(23.3)  49(24.4)

Social ~ 2-3hour 8(5.1)  29(18.2)  31(15.4) 3662+
3-4hour 85.1)  12(7.5)  11(5.5)
Over 4hour 106.4)  17(10.7)  17(8.5)
Total 157(100)  159(100)  201(100)
Do not 26(16.7)  33(21.0)  59(29.2)
0-1hour 44(282)  47(29.9)  79(39.1)
1-2hour 35(22.4)  44(28.0)  33(16.3)

Outdoor  2-3hour 2717.3)  15(9.6)  17(8.4) 30.52%*
3-4hour 10(6.4)  10(6.4) 9(4.5)
Over 4hour 14(9.0) 8(5.1) 5(2.5)
Total 156(100)  157(100)  202(100)
Do not 79(51.0)  100(649)  146(72.6)
0-1hour 55(35.5)  32(20.8)  37(18.4)
1-2hour 149.00  11(7.1)  10(5.0)

Recrea ) 3hour 6(3.9) 9(5.8) 7(3.5) 23844
tion 3-4hour 1(0.6) 1(0.6) 1(0.5)
Over 4hour 0(0) 1(0.6) 0(0)
Total 155(100)  154(100)  201(100)

<05, **5p<.01, ***p<.001
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Table 4. Time of Play & Leisure by Area

2

Time Gangnam  Gangbuk Rural area X
Do not 143(73.0)  89(57.8)  93(58.1)
0-1hour 40(20.4)  36(23.4)  48(30.0)
1-2hour 9(4.6) 18(11.7) 3(5.0)
Recreation  2-3hour 3(1.5) 9(5.8) 10(6.3)  25.40%*

3-4hour 1(0.5) 2(1.3) 0(0)

Over 4hour 0(0) 0(0) 1(0.6)
Total 196(100)  154(100) 160(100)

p<.05, ¥*p<.01, **%p<.001
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o9 8HE AI7F (x*=30.52, p<.01) 1&]il 2 AIZKx
’=22.78, p<001)olA frel@ o7k UQIE). Holrr}
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Table 5. Time of Play & Leisure by Gender

. Bo; Girl 2
Time F ("/f:) F(%) X

Do not 72(27.2) 26(10.5)
0-1hour 80(30.2) 78(31.5)
1-2hour 54(20.4) 60(24.2)

Social 2-3hour 30(11.3) 38(15.3)  28.16%**
3-4hour 9(3.4) 22(8.9)
Over 4hour 20(7.5) 124(89.7)
Total 265(100) 248(100)
Do not 49(18.6) 69(27.8)
0-1hour 81(30.8) 88(35.5)
1-2hour 62(23.6) 49(19.8)

Outdoor 2-3hour 31(11.8) 26(10.5) 30.52%*
3-4hour 18(6.8) 11(4.4)
Over 4hour 22(8.4) 5(2.0)
Total 265((100) 348((100)
Do not 154(59.2)  59.2(68.7)
0-1hour 61(23.5) 62(25.2)
1-2hour 26(10.0) 8(3.3)

Recreation ~ 2-3hour 18(6.9) 4(1)  22.78%**
3-4hour 0(0) 3(1.2)
Over 4hour 1(0.4) 0(0)
Total 265(100) 348(100)

<05, *5p<.01, #**p<.001
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Table 6. Place of Play & Leisure by Age

Elementary ~ Middle High )
F(%) F(%) F(%) X
Cafe 87(48.6)  109(63.0)  171(81.0) 41.43%++
Library 130(72.6)  105(60.7)  110(52.1) 17.17%%*
PC room 60(33.5) 116(67.1) 156(73.9)  72.11%**
Cinema 135(75.4)  146(84.4)  202(95.7) 33.19%%*
Cultural Center 58(32.4) 32(18.5) 59(28.0)  9.13***
Billiardroom 43(24.0)  41(23.7)  105(49.8) 39.69%**
Karaoke 109(60.9)  138(79.8)  193(91.5) 53.41%%*
Shopping mall  74(41.3)  102(59.0)  138(66.0) 24.75%**
<05, *p<.01, **¥p<.001
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Table 7. Place of Play & Leisure by Area

Table 9. Cost of Play & Leisure per week

Gangnam  Gangbuk Rural area 2
(%) (%) (%) X
Cafe 159(72.9)  99(58.2) 109(62.3)  10.04**
Boardgame cafe 42(19.3) 26(15.3) 14(8.0) 9.87**
Playground 172(78.9)  118(69.4) 140(80.0)  6.61*
Cinema 205(94.0) 131(77.1) 147(84.0) 23.25%%*
Karaoke 182(83.5) 121(71.2) 137(78.3)  8.48*
Shopping mall  141(653)  72(42.4) 101(57.7)  20.60%**

#9<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001

obgol mol9k o7kE el olgdhe Farddl
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=8.98, p<.0l), +FH(x’=1620, p<.001), PC(x
’=70.87, p<.001), FEW/FH=6.69, p<01), T4,
Lﬂﬂﬂwzzo 22, p<00D), B4 AT H(=439,
p<.05),1M= frol g 2ol 7k vhebyk

Table 8. Place of Play & Leisure by Gender

Boy Girl 2
F(%) F(%) X
Cafe 143(50.0) 223(82.0) 63.20%**
Library 157(54.9) 183(67.3) 8.98%*
Playground 239(83.6) 188(69.1) 16.20%**
PC room 218(76.2) 112(41.2) 70.87%%*
Cinema 236(82.5) 245(90.1) 6.69%*
Billiardroom 122(42.7) 67(24.6) 20.22%%*
Karaoke 198(69.2) 241(88.6) 3118%%x
Friend's House  238(83.2) 243(89.3) 4.39*

#9<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001
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Cost F(%)
0 won 103(18.5)
Less than 5,000 won 86(15.4)
5,000~10,000 won 151(27.1)
10,000 won~30,000 won 165(29.6)
More than 30,000 won 53(9.5)
Total 558(100)

Table 10. Cost of Play & Leisure by Area
Gangnam Gangbuk Rural area X

0 won 34(15.8) 27(16.0) 42(24.1)
Less than 5,000 won 34(15.8) 25(14.8) 27(15.5)
5000 ~ 10,000 won  45(209) 55(325) 51(293) .
10,000 won ~ 30,000 won 74(34.4) 48(28.4) 43(24.7)
More than 30,000 won  28(13.0)  14(8.3) 11(6.3)
Total 215(100) 169(100) 174(100.)
*p<.05
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