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The Effect of Young children's Empathicability and Interpersonal

competence in Forming relationships on Caring behavior

Ji-Sun Ma
Department of Eally Childhood, Wonkwang Health Science University
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of young children's empathic ability and interpersonal
competence on caring behavior in forming relationships. Subjects included 152 4- and 5-year-old children attending a
kindergarten located in a micropolitan city. Questionnaires required self-reporting by teachers, and were used to
investigate young children's caring behavior, empathic ability and interpersonal competence in forming relationships.
Data was analyzed using t-test, Pearson's correlation coefficient analysis and Stepwise-Regression analysis.

Results were as follows: First, young children's caring behavior was negatively correlated with empathic ability —and
positively associated with interpersonal competence in forming relationships. Second, young children's emotional
behavior as each domain of caring behavior were predictable variables for explaining the relative effect of the social
reactivity and explaining the relative effect of relationship formation. Active behaviors were predictable variables for
explaining the relative effect of follow-up instructions, but negatively affected mental burden. Normative behaviors were
predictable variables for explaining the relative effect of social reactivity, but negatively predictable variables for
explaining the relative effect of the relationship formation and mental burden. Value-contributing behavior in each
domain of caring behavior were predictable variables for explaining the relative effect of the positive interaction.

Keywords : Caring behavior, Empathicability, Interpersonal competence in forming relationships, Program development
of Caring behavior program, young children
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Table 1. The Relationship of Caring Behavior,
empathicability, interpersonal competence
in forming relationships (N=152)

Caring behavior
Emotional ~ Active  Normative Vaﬁ;flonm Total
behavior  behavior  behavior beha.g
VIO
Sadness .160 123 .033 094 125
Mental x
Empa  burden 029 052 077 1747 082
i pleasure 06 03 114 2537 .0
ability
Anxiety -016 -018 .098 .094 032
Total 054 055 1109 208" 107
Rsoc}a! .400“‘ ,382“‘ ‘627“‘ ,338‘“ ‘478‘“
Interpers eactivity
onal - Followwp 35,00 g 451 322" 408
compete structions
nee in  Positive 2437 344 321 Bed™ 345
. Interaction
Forming
relations Rfla“‘m?hip 011 137 104 180" 107
. ormation
hips
Total 346%r 4167 5277 31T 452
"p<001, p<01, p<.05
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WS g@
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el g doh A W 2ok, fofel
s g A9l FEo|= AL3| A HLSA o]

[S 2 IS x|

XA

15.5%=2 71 =& 938 (F=27.875, p<.001), LA
**6}71% 3.5%9] AHES Frlele F 19%°] 43
S 7 A& YERITHF=18.237, p<.001). 554

BEols ANWMEI|7} 17.1%E 7P &2 93 S 7}

A 3(F=31.217, p<.001), A& FHL& 32%S F7}5}9]
T 203%9 AWES e ez depgrt

(F=19.705, p<.001). T84 AL A uEg-Ad o]
38.9% 7 =& J¥ES THA3(F=94.652, p<.001),
IAYA = 4.4%5 Tt £ 43.3%9] A ES
M= Ao ® el o m(F=7.103, p<.001), A% ot
2 1.3%E F718l0] % 44.6%2] A8 S 7 & Ao
2 UERITHF=40.479, p<.001). 7}x]5-017] a5
ARG C] 12.7%9] FFEE AYshe Ao

SHTH(F=22.369, p<.001).
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