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Abstract This study was conducted to examine the influence of personal characteristics of infant-toddler and mother,
social support and mother-child interaction on mother-child attachment. A descriptive study was implemented, and data
were gathered from March 1 to September 30, 2016. The subjects were 215 mothers whose children were in infancy
or toddlers. A survey was conducted with self-administered questionnaires regarding general characteristics, social
support, mother-child interaction and attachment. SPSS 24.0 was used for descriptive statistics, intergroup comparisons
of average scores, correlation analysis and multiple regression analysis. Statistically significant differences in average
attachment scores according to gender (t=3.200, p<0.002), age (t=4.037, p<0.001) and temperament (F=4.614, p<0.011)
were observed among the characteristics of infant-toddlers, as well as according to age (F=18.028, p<0.001) and
academic credentials (F=4.241, p<0.016) among the characteristics of mother. Attachment was correlated with social
support (r=0.507, p<0.001) and with mother-child interaction (r=0.571, p<0.001). The factors that affected attachment
were mother-child interaction (3=0.361, p<0.001), social support (3=0.309, p<0.001), age (under the age of 30)(3
=-0.370, p<0.001) and marriage duration (less than 10 years)(3=-0.179, p<0.033). Overall, the results indicate that
interaction programs that bolster social support and mother-child interactions that exert a crucial influence on
attachment should be developed.
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Table 1. General characteristics of the subjects

(N=215)
e . n(%) or
Characteristics Categories MeantSD
Children’s characteristics
. R Male 105(48.8)
Children” gender Formale 110512)
Children’ age <12 127(59.1)
(month) >12 88(40.9)
Very good 103(47.9)
Children’ health Good 103(47.9)
Moderate 9(4.2)
. , Good 59(27.4)
Children Moderate 112(52.1)
temperament —
Fastidious 44(20.5)
Mothers’ characteristics
<30 67(31.2)
31~35 71(33.0)
Age(year) 36~40 56(26.0)
>36 21(9.8)
High school 51(23.7)
Education College 88(40.9)
above University 76(35.3)
None 119(55.3)
Job
Have 96(44.7)
Ecological characteristics
Family type Nuclear family 204(94.9)
Etc. 11(5.1)
<200 17(7.9)
Monthly income 201=300 53(24.7)
(10,000 won) 301~400 62(28.8)
401 ~500 51(23.7)
=501 32(14.9)
1~5 51(23.7)
Marriage duration 6~10 98(45.6)
(year) 11~15 55(25.6)
>16 11(5.1)
Children number ! 79(34.0)
2 124(57.7)
(person)
>3 18(8.4)
Social support 3.55+0.71
Mother-toddler interaction 3.73+0.76
Attachment 4.22+0.80
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Table 2. Differences in social support, mother-toddler interaction and attachment according to general characteristics

(N=215)
Social support Mother-toddler interaction Attachment
Characteristics Categories t or F(p) t or F(p) t or F(p)
M=SD Scheffe M=SD Scheffe M=SD Scheffe
Infants-toddlers’ characteristics
Children’ Male 3.68+0.69 2.515 3.90+0.72 3.200 4.38+0.73 2.868
gender Female 3.44+0.71 (.013) 3.57+0.76 (.002) 4.10+0.82 (.005)°
Children’ age <12 3.68+0.71 3.142 3.90+0.72 4.037 4.35+0.78 2.933
(month) >12 3.38+0.67 (.002)* 3.49+0.74 (<.001)* 4.03+0.79 (.004)*
. Very good® 3.50+0.65 3.68+0.76 3.156 4.15+0.78
E:;llfhre" Good® 3.610.74 2’56090(; 3.73£0.74 (.045) 4270.80 (IA';;S:)
Moderate” 3.56+0.88 4.33+0.71 a<c 4.56+1.01
Children’ Good" ; 3.56+0.65 1243 3.76+.73 4.614 4.39+0.70 7.002
Moderate 3.61£0.71 3.83+.75 (011) 4.29+0.76 (.001)
temperament — (.291)
Fastidious 3.41+0.76 3.43+.76 b>c 3.84+0.91 a,b>c
Mothers’ characteristics
<30° 3.22+0.55 3.24+0.65 3.70+0.76
31~35° 3.69+0.69 8.576 . 3.97+0.72 18'028* 4.42+0.73 17'964*
Agelyear) 36— 40° 3795068 | 00D 2022070 | 0D 4.57+0.57 (<.001)
a<b,c a<b,c a<b,c,d
>41d 3.52+0.93 3.71+0.56 4.29+0.90
High school" 3.59+0.78 3.90+0.70 4.241 4.39+0.80 3913
Education College® 3.51£0.68 0'726685 3.56+0.81 (.016) 4.05+0.83 021y’
above University” 3.57+0.70 (-768) 3.82+0.69 a>b 4.32+0.73 a>b
Job None 3.55+0.66 0.167 3.66+0.77 1.436 4.23+0.74 -0.074
Have 3.56+0.77 (.867) 3.81+0.73 (.152) 4.22+0.87 (.942)
Ecological characteristics
Family type Nuclear family 3.55+0.72 -0.398 3.73+0.76 -0.395 4.23+0.80 0.949
Etc. 3.64+0.50 (.691) 3.82+0.75 (.693) 4.00+0.77 (.344)
<200 3.18+0.05 3.47+0.62 3.82+0.95
Monthly 201~300 3.68+0.08 1658 3.83+0.70 1502 4.33+0.71 1739
income 301 ~400 3.56+0.07 (161) 3.84+0.68 (203) 4.31+0.80 (143)
(10,000 won) 401 ~500 3.55+0.67 3.69+0.88 4.224+0.78
>501 3.53+0.76 3.56+0.80 4.09+0.86
. 1~5 3.35+0.72 3.55+0.78 4.10+0.83
z’z:t ‘iiie 6~10 3.58+0.69 2.017 3.730.70 2.091 4.1540.79 2.407
(vear) 11~15 3.67+0.70 (.113) 3.82+0.84 (.102) 4.38+0.73 (.068)
>16 3.64+0.81 4.09+0.54 4.64+0.92
Children 1” 3.36+0.63 4.479 3.58+0.73 4.04+0.82
number 2° 3.66+0.71 (.012)° 3.80+0.74 2&675 432+0.75 2695355
(person) >3° 3.61+0.85 a<b 3.89+0.90 (087) 4.28+0.96 (055)
Gfrotel Aol ol w7} ojotdd wEr), Aol 12 FAALSE Fo% 4] AHHATE UTHTable 3).
A wlgte] 12749 ol weh, 71 4o] BiEel 799} )
L 28 A7} RS AR} ofjFe] # 9= Table 3. Correlations for social support, mother-toddler
Aoz UERTh kSape] Ado] 30T o]kl Htho) interaction and attachment (N=215)
30t Wkl JatEnh, 1Eo] ARERT} ofFo] % Social Mother
Attachment -toddler
H1 g Aoz e support interaction
. * S571*
Attachment 1 ng) 1 <5(7) 01
2,23 AMEIH X[X|, 2O0MSSEE A OiEe| et 290+
.t|-7:|| Social support 1 <001
o 2H2 AFS] A A1 A (1=.507, p<.001) R Fop s ARE- Mother
(=571, p<001)7h EAHOE Fol @ o] A7} . :

AATE AL A 2 A9} o T a-8(r=.499, p<.001)
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Table 4. Factors influencing attachment

Predictors B t p R2 adjusted R? F(p)

Constant 1.978 6.884 <.001

Mother-toddler interaction 0.362 5.355 <.001 326 322 101.816(<.001)

Social support 0.308 4.504 <.001 391 385 68.098(<.001)

Age(<30 year) -0.367 3.643 <.001 424 416 51.715(<.001)

Marriage duration(<10 year) -0.185 -2.201 .029 436 425 40.601(<.001)
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