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A Study on the Current Situation and Direction of
Social Work Field Practicum
- Focused on Cyber University -
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Abstract This is an exploratory study on the status of the social work field practicum at a cyber university. The
purpose is to investigate the current situation and improvement plan of the social work field practicum. A qualitative
analysis was conducted with 11 professors who have instructed the social work field practicum at cyber universities.
The social work field practicum based on the experiences of the professors is investigated, and this paper analyzes
the status according to students, schools, practitioners, and institutions. In order to improve the quality of the social
work field practicum, factors for improvement were analyzed through the efforts of students, schools, the Korean
social workers' association, institutional improvements, and social welfare instructors. The results of the study are as
follows. Students, schools, and training organizations should recognize the importance of the social work field
practicum and must strive for systematic and consistent education. It is also important to remember that a social
worker is not a professional with simple qualifications, but an expert with a philosophy, values, and ideologies. The
direction for improvement in the social work field practicum is as follows. When constructing a social welfare
curriculum, the school should have a realistic curriculum and teaching method that can enhance the sense of the field.
The student should not be qualified as a social worker only as a vague investment for the future, but should have
the professional ability to serve clients as a social worker and to give professional help to clients, considering the
best welfare service for human beings. Institutions should provide a place for students to integrate theory and practice
in vital social welfare experiences as social workers. The Republic of Korea is now facing an age with one million
social workers. In order to open the future of social welfare in Korea, we need united endeavors with government
that can develop students as pre-social workers and establish universities, institutions, and their systems for a
substantial social work field practicum.

Keywords : Cyber University, Faculty Field Liaison, Korea Association of Social Workers, Qualitative Study, Social
Work Field Practicum, Student Apprentices of Social Work Practice
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