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Adolescent Self-esteem, Career Identity, School Leaming Activity and
Life Satisfaction Change:
From Middle School to High School
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Abstract This study utilized latent growth curve modeling to investigate the trajectories of adolescent life satisfaction
changes in middle and high school students. The effects of self-esteem, career identity, school learning activity,
gender, and household earnings on life satisfaction changes were examined. Data was obtained from the Korea Child
Youth Panel Survey (KYCPS), a longitudinal study following students for 7 years. Year 3- 6 data was utilized.
Results found that the life satisfaction trajectory resulted as a quadratic model in which individual differences were
significant. Second, school learning activity used as a time variant variable had a positive significant effect on life
satisfaction each year. Third, gender and self-esteem as time invariant variables had significant effects on initial levels
while self-esteem had effects on the slope and quadratic change. Further implications and research issues are
discussed.
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Table 1, Variable General Characteristics

v 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

M 2.852.82 2.80 2.88 8.30 2.98 2.82 3.05 2.83 2.74 2.78 2.75 2.72

SD .67 .61 .58 .61 .58 .47 .67 .65 .75 .53 .49 .51 .54

1-4: Y3-Y6 Life Satisfaction, 5: Income, 6-7: self- esteem, 8-9:
career identity, 10-13: Y3-Y6 school learning activity, M: mean,
SD: standard deviation
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Table 2, Adolescent Life Satisfaction Structural Model
Fit

Model X(d) TLI  CFI

Model 1: Non-change
model

RMSEA

85.498)"" .95 96 0.064

Model 2: Linear

e o . '
ol 95.3(8) 9 95 0.068

Model 3: Quadratic

36.6(4)" 96 98 0.05
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Table 3. Growth Curve Parameters for Model of
Adolescent Life Satisfaction

Mean Variance

Intercept 2.86(.014)" 275(014)

Slope -.68(.016)™ 102(021)™

Quadratic change 025(.005)" 1005(.002)"
Intercept- Slope correlation 2537
Intercept-Quadratic 397

correlation
Slope-Quadratic correlation -9
"p<.01, "p<.001



Fig. 1. Adolescent Life Satisfaction Change Model
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Table 4. Growth Curve Parameter estimates for Var Intercept Slope change
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