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A Study on the Motivating Factors Affecting the Middle-Aged People
in Choosing Major in Social Welfare

Na-Rae Bae
Dept. of Social Welfare, Konyang Cyber University
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Abstract This study proposes basic information to make effective environments for social welfare education,
revealing the reasons why students choose the social welfare major at Konyang Cyber University. We conducted
qualitative research with 41 students in the social welfare department at Konyang Cyber University. The result of
this research is as follows. First, most students chose their major to get a certificate that can benefit them in the
near future. Second, they chose their major as a way to achieve renown, and to enhance the quality of their lives.
Third, they desired to contribute to society through their social work. Finally, individual experiences and family
background were also motives. Based on the research, to improve learning outcomes in social welfare education, the
necessary learning strategies are as follows. First, goal-oriented learning is necessary for students who want to get
the certificate. A practical curriculum needs to contain both practical skills and professional knowledge applicable
to the social work field. Second, education for students who choose the major to gain fame, and to develop their
lives, requires generation-integrated education to help them review their lives and find their own meaning in life.
Third, education for students who choose the major for a practical social contribution has to contain volunteer training
that can lead them to be professional volunteers in society. Fourth, education for students who choose the major based
on their personal experiences and their family background needs to deal with case management, which discovers the
recipients who need help in society and the students who can achieve visible outcomes after all.

Keywords : Cyber University, Middle-Aged, Major Selection Motivation, Social Work Education, Social Welfare
Major
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Tablel. General Characteristics of the Subjects  (N=41)

Characteristic Division N %
Male 5 12.2
Gender Female 36 878
40~49 Years 16 41.0
50~59 Years 14 359

Age

60~69 Years 10 20.5

Over 70 Years 1 2.6
High School Graduation 33 805
Final Education College Graduation 5 12.2
Above University Graduation | 3 7.3
1 Grade 23 56.1
Current Grade 3 Grade 9 22.0
4 Grade 9 22.0

Upper Class 1 2.4
Economic Middle-Class 8 19.5
Condition Middle and Lower Layers 26 634
Lower Layers 6 14.6
Overall quality of Dissatisfaction 5 12.2
. X X Usually 13 31.7
life satisfaction Satisfied 23 561
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Table 2. Selection Factors of Social Welfare Major

Case Number
2,3,6,10,16,18,20,2
1,22,24,29,30,31,3

Category

Personal Values for Profit(16)

2,35,36
Social Contribution Based on
Social Welfare Practice(5) TESILIS
Personal Experience and 23262739,

Home Eenvironment(4)

1,4,5,12,13,14,17,1
9,25,28,33,34,37,3
8,40,41

Improving the Quality of Life and Means
for Recognition(16)
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