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Abstract This study investigated the effect of pre service teacher's empathic ability on teaching ethics,
and child abuse report intention. The subjects were 168 pre-service teachers attending a university
located in a micropolitan city. Questionnaires, which required self-reporting by pre service teacher, were
used to investigate teacher's empathic ability, teaching ethics and child abuse report intention. The
collected data were analyzed by frequency, percent, Pearson's correlation coefficient analysis and
stepwise-regression analysis.

From the major study findings, first, pre-service teacher's empathic ability was positively correlated with
teaching ethics and child abuse report intention. Pre-service teacher's "take perspective", "imagine" of
the cognitive empathic ability's subfactor was positively correlated with teaching ethics. Especially,
empathic interest was positively correlated with teaching ethics. Cognitive empathy ability showed the
highest relationship with ethics for early child. Emotional empathy showed the highest relationship with
ethics in society. Second, the pre-service teacher 's teaching ethics were influenced by taking
perspective, imagining, and empathic attention. These results demonstrate the need to incorporate
perspectives in the development of programs to promote pre - service early childhood teacher ethics
and child abuse reporting.

Keywords : Pre-Service Early Childhood Teacher, Empathic Ability, Teacher's Ethics, Child Abuse
Reporting Intention
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Table 1. The Relationship of pre-service early childhood teacher's Empathic Ability, Teaching Ethics, Child

Abuse Reporting Intention (N=168)
Empathy Ability
Cognitive empathy Emotional empathy
p;s?)el::tieve Imagine Total ~ Empathic interest l’;iizzil Total Total

Ethics for the child 379" 278" 447" 330" 064 279" 433"
Ethics for the family 327" 2417 3917 289" 071 2557 387"
@  Ethics for colleagues 338" 240" 399" 302" 043 245" 386"
Ethics for society 382" 243" 427" 352" 057 2017 4307
Total 378" 270" 444" 336" 064 284" 4357
Physical abuse 245" 063 214" 116 -.121 .003 150
\ Emotional abuse 219" .058 179" .077 .079 .108 168
© Neglect 194" 127 2317 270" -.002 192" 245"
Sexual abuse 226" 101 2317 142 -.015 .093 197"
Total 294" 112 280" 195" -.017 129 247"

“pC01, "pK05

(DTeacher Ethics @ Child Abuse Reporting Intention
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