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Abstract The purpose of this study was to analyze work complexity, critical thinking disposition, and the
degree of intuition for nurse practitioners and determine the associations among the variables. 150
nurses at hospitals and general hospitals in D City participated in this study and data collection was
performed from June 15 to July 8, 2017. The data were processed by using SPSS WIN 24.0 to estimate
the mean, standard deviation and Pearson's correlation coefficient and perform one-way ANOVA. They
scored 2.33+.45 for work complexity, 3.58+.36 for critical thinking disposition, and 2.69+.52 for
intuition. Work complexity differed significantly by age (F=4.55, p=.012), education (F=11.61, p={.001),
department (F=26.69, p=<.001), and clinical career (F=4.30, p=.006) among their general characteristics.
Critical thinking disposition differed significantly by education (F=5.25, p=.006) and position (F=5.35,
p=.006) and differed statistically insignificantly by intuition. Work complexity was positively correlated
with critical thinking disposition (r=.323, p=¢.001) and intuition (r=.201, p=.013) and no significant
correlation was found between critical thinking disposition and intuition (r=.033, p=.685). On the basis
of these results, it is necessary to develop education and programs that can allow nurses who regard

nursing work as complex to improve their critical thinking disposition and intuition.
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3.1 CHAXIQ Ql7etd Ed

2 A7 tidAt A2 Bt 31441901 20087}
48%, 30 36%, 40t oldo] 16 %3t WESFES
HENE &0l 44 %, 49A g & 48 %, st
Eo] 8 %t FAl= AuhdE 52.7 %, ICU 24.7 %,
ER 22.7 %¥1 254 A 9e LRIZESAF 80.5 %2 7t
7 Wy JAAELS FF7.6590H 149 vgte] 7ts
AZF 8%, 1dollAl 34 wRte] ZES AR} 18.7 %, 3ol
A 59 wgke] ZFEAF 12.7 %, 59 w|Rke] ZEEARE
60.6 %= Yl thTable 1).

Table 1. Characteristics of study subjects

(N=150)
Characteristics N % M+SD

<30 72 48

Agelyr) 30~39 54 36 31.40£7.32
40< 24 16

) College 66 44

Fs]t;?atlon University 72 48
Graduate school| 12 8

hospital <100 54 36

size 100~299 18 12

(bed) 300< 78 52
General ward 79 52.7

Department |[ICU 37 24.7
ER 34 22.7
Staff nurse 120 80.5

Position Charge nurse 17 11.4
Head nurse 12 8.1

. <1 12 8

Clinical
1~3 28 18.7

(c}:‘:rc;r) 3~(5 19 127 7.65+70.84
5< 91 60.6

3.2 CHAIXIO| S =, HIEE AT AJ8), X
AR
T

gAe] AR EA, HlE AT AR, HTe] 7
(Table 2)2} 2}, Gh7} QA5He AR B
57 whgo] 2334.45, ulekA AT 4 57 vl
358+ 363, AT 59 whdel] 2.69+.527 ol3ct.

L I S .

flo

Table 2. Level of Task complexity, Critical thinking

disposition and Intuition (N=150)
Classification M+£SD Min Max
Task complexity 2.33+ .45 1.07 3.33
Critical thinking | 5 50, 3¢ 2.68 462
disposition
Intuition 2.09+.52 1.29 4.29

Table 3. Difference of Task complexity, Critical thinking disposition and Intuition according to Characteristics

(N=150)
. ) Task complexity Critical thinking disposition Intuition
Variables Categories MzSD /Fp) M£SD t/F(p) M£SD /()
30° 2.45+.37 4.55 3.53+.32 926 2.72+.54 39
Age(yn) 30~<40° 2.24%.54 (012) 3.62£.39 (398) 2.68£.53 (8)
40°< 2.20+.43 ab 3.63+.41 ) 2.69+.48 ’
College” 2.15+ .44 11.61 3.53+.33 5.25 2.62+.54 116
Education level [University’ 246+ .43 «.001) 3.57+.37 (.006) 2.76+.52 317
Graduate school® 2.60+.32 a<b.c 3.89+.36 a,b{c 2.69+.52 i
hospital size <100° - 2.04+.47 24.52 3.56%.36 318 2.59+.44 2.42
(bed) 100~299 2.32+.28 (<.001) 3.55+.32 ('728) 2.62+.54 (0'93)
300<°¢ 2.54+.36 asb,c 3.60+.38 ) 2.78+.57 )
General ward® 2.11+.43 26.69 3.54+.33 111 2.61+.51 243
Department ICUP 2.54+.33 (€.001) 3.62+.40 (3‘33) 2.72+ .47 (692)
ER® 2.61+.36 a¢b,c 3.63+.39 ) 2.84+.59 ’
Staff nurse® 2.31+.47 37 3.53+.35 5.35 2.69+.53 154
Position Charge nurse’ 2.37+.50 (693) 3.72+.35 (.006) 2.82+.55 (2'19)
Head nurse® 2.42+ .34 i 3.82+.40 alc 2.48+ .45 .
1 2.37+£.37 430 3.45+ 31 2.85+.53
Clinical career 1~(3° 2.48+ .37 (606) 3.52+.33 .88 2.77+.65 .89
(years) 3~(5° 2.56+.35 ’ 5d 3.60+.43 (.453) 2.71+£.29 (.450)
5< 223+ 49 < 3.60+.36 264+ 52
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Table 4. Correlation among Task complexity, Critical
thinking disposition and Intuition  (N=150)

Critical
thinking
disposition

Task

. Intuition
complexity

Classification

Task complexity 1

3237
(€.001)

201"
(013)

Critical thinking
disposition

033
(.685)
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