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Abstract The purpose of this study is to determine what children's rights to play are. For this purpose,
we extracted the core contents of schools' play environments and we developed a checklist that schools
can use to evaluate their own play environments. We reviewed the UN Committee on the Rights of
Children and the General Comments No. 17. Through this process, we found 16 core contents that the
play environment should have. We conducted focus group interviews with children, parents and teachers,
who are principle people involved with school play. The focus group interviews discussed the basic
elements of the school play environment. The contents' validity was reviewed by a group of
professionals. Based on this, we created an evaluation checklist with 10 major areas of the school play
environment.

The 10 areas of the school play environment evaluation scale are as follows. The ten areas of the play
environment assessment scale for the school environment to ensure children's right to play are sufficient
play time, sufficient play space, a child's best interests and the child's participation, nondiscrimination,
diversity and freedom, challenge and adventure, safety, school policy, the play has an educating
component, and community cooperation.

Keywords : Convention on the Rights of the Child, Play, Play Rights, Primary School, Play Environment
Checklist
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Children's best interests Non-discrimination

Child Participation Enough Play Time

Relaxation and Sanitation

Enough Play Space Facilities

Natural Environment Age fitness

Various Play and Stimulation Voluntary Play
Risk-Taking and Challenge

Adult Oversight

Safe Play Environment

Adult Education

School Policy Community Cooperation
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Table 2. School Play Environment Check List Area

Area Sub-items

1) Is there a separate play time?
2) Do you guarantee the right to play
during recess and lunch time?

1. Play Time

1) Is there enough outdoor play space and
is it well organized?

2) Are there enough indoor play space and
well-organized?

1) Do you consider the best interests of the
child in planning and implementing
play?

2) Does the child participate in the
planning, implementation, and
evaluation of play?

1) Can all children use play space without
discrimination?

2) Does every child have time to get along?

2. Play Space

3. Children's
best interests
participation

4.Non-discrimi
nation

1) Does it support various play?

5. Variety and  2) Are you encouraged to play freely?

Freedom 3) Do you support your imagination
enough to play?
6. Challenges 1) Can you play a challenging game?

2) Is there an adult watching while playing?
1) Is the play area clean, pleasant and safe?
2) Are you regularly managing your play

and Adventures

7. Safety area securely?
2) Are outdoor play areas such as
playgrounds safe to use?
1) Does the school have a play-related
8. School policy?
Policy 2) Does school and family communicate
about play?
9. Play 1) Is there education about recognition of
Education the right to play?

1) Do you work with community
organizations involved in play?

10. Community
Cooperation
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