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Abstract The world's population reached 7.7 billion in 2019. Despite this trend, not all cities are growing.
Most of the growing population is driven to large cities for convenience and jobs. This phenomenon has
led to a decrease in the population of small and medium-sized cities, and in certain cities, a decrease
in employment as well as recession have resulted. Korea is no exception. The nation's population is
concentrated in the metropolitan cities. To solve these problems, researchers started to study how to
deal with the contraction of a city, i.e., a shrinking city, rather than focusing on only the growth of a
city. In this paper, demographically outstanding declined domestic cities were selected as shrinking cities
and their characteristics were analyzed. The concept of smart shrinking cities was then defined for the
selected cities, which were chosen as a good case in overseas countries to solve the shrinking city
problem. Through this process, the strategic differences were compared between domestic and oversea
cases. As a result, a modified strategy for the smart shrinking city concept, FSSC (flexible smart shrinking

city), is proposed as an alternative strategy that can save resources and cost.
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Fig. 1. Distribution map of cities past its population
peak
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Table 1. 2020 Taebaek Urban Master Plan

Year 2010 2015 2020

Natural Population Growth 52,563 51,317 49.711
Social Population Growth 20,530 34,118 52.736
Planning Population 73,000 85,000 | 100.000
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Table 2. Major Risky Cities of Unsold House (April,

2018)

Unsold House | Unsold House

City |Population | Houshold before after
Construction | Construction

Donghae | 91,845 | 40,602 | 1214 (2.99%) 0 (0%)
Eumseong| 96,913 45310 | 3,614 (1.36%) | 452 (73.62%)
Seosan | 171,903 | 73,118 | 1,345 (1.84%) | 212 (15.76%)
Kimchun | 142,209 | 63,375 | 1,379 (2.18%) | 805 (61.64%)
Yechon | 51,717 24,465 | 485 (1.98%) | 57 (11.75%)
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