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Abstract Our country has become an aging society with unparalleled speed, compared to other advanced
countries. Many of the elderly are physically, economically, and psychologically dependent: this
dependence is a factor that increases the cost burden not only on the children and relatives of the elderly,
but also at the social level. Under the prevailing environment of the family-oriented informal support
system, the burden of support for elderly parents who rely on limited resources is highly likely to lead
to abuse. Until now, dealing with the abuse of senior citizens has been mostly a one-off approach through
media rather than academics. Therefore, this study attempts to take an objective approach to the elder
abuse problem (which has so far been dealt with in the media as a form of domestic violence) in order
to grasp the specificity and factors of elder abuse and to present the Korean situation with regard to elder

abuse. In addition, this study seeks to find ways to prevent elder abuse in formal and informal ways.

Keywords : Domestic Violence, Elder Abuse, Social Welfare, The Battered Elder Syndrome, The Battered
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