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Factors Affecting on Death Anxiety in Elderly Cancer Survivors
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to identify the predictors of death anxiety among
community-dwelling elderly cancer survivors in Korea. This study was a descriptive correlation study
with 216 elderly cancer survivors who live in the jurisdiction of community health centers in Chugbuk
province. Data of this study were collected from February 27 to March 15 2019 by a structured
questionnaire. The data were analyzed using independent t-test, one-way ANOVA, Pearson's correlation
coefficient, and hierarchical multiple regression. In the results, the mean score of death anxiety was
2.47+0.39 out of 4.0, while that of ego integrity was 2.60+0.29, depression 6.35+4.0, and awareness of
a good death 2.9740.35. Based on the hierarchical multiple regression analysis, subjects' awareness of
a good death had the greatest impact on death anxiety (8 = 0.255, p < .001), followed by depression (8
=0.185, p = .020) and religion (no= 1; 8= 0.148, p = .021). These factors explained 16.4% of death anxiety
(F=8.04, p<.001). Therefore, the results of this study are expected to be utilized as basic data for
developing an intervention program that will be designed to reduce the death anxiety in elderly cancer

survivors.
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Table 2. Death anxiety, ego integrity, depression, awareness

Table 1. Characteristics of the participants  (N=216) of good death of the participants (AN=216)
Variabl C i %
arapes ategories L Variables N(%) M+SD Min~Max
Male 99(45.8)
Gender Death
Female 117(4.2) eat 2474039 1.00 ~ 3.65
60-69 90(41.7) anxiety
Age(year) 70-79 83(38.4) ~ Fgo 2.60+0.29 1.93 ~ 3.47
>30 43(19.9) integrity
Alone 66(30.6) Depression 6354401 | 000 ~ 14.00
Living with With Spouse only 120(55.6)
With family 30(13.8) normal 78(36.1) 2.06+1.49 0.00 ~ 4.00
Religd No 98(45.4)
cligion Yes 118(54.6) moderate 84(38.9) 6.88+1.42 5.00 ~ 9.00
None 39(18.0)
' Elementary school 92(42.6) severe 54(25.0) 11.70+£1.53 10.00 ~ 14.00
Education level Middle school 5023.2) ;
1ddle schoo. - Awareness o
>High school 35(16.2) good death 297035 188 ~ 4.00
National health
Health insurance at;i?iranizt 196(90.7)
Vedical ad 263 33 UK X U T VA SA0| 2 FSEOH
Monthly i <99 134(62.0) OAIAZ
onthly income -
o
=20 33015 QT ool Quk 54 @ A T Sgo] U
Percied heath |, o] 298 2T BHT AT (Table 33} e} £
Good 9619 49 500 ol Aol 2ol 54 3 2
Gastric cz 59(27.3)
astric cancer 67&%& O](iiq_. é %_ ]_ q]/q—;q__J Z /\_r_f
colon cancer 44(20.4)
Breast cancer 35(16.2) (2.53£0.35)°] ¥}t A= HFRH2.41 iO.41)EE]' o
U]ierme cancer oo _04-3]_7.” }__5.71] Q-E]-h}ﬂtﬁ(t=240, D= 018), z=1 [.;_(_4' 574—
Cancer type ung cancer i .
A = o Hol A% O o [ RN [e]
Liver cancer 16D JEfoll weh 28R ol fAE A7t Sl AL
Thyroid cancer 10(4.6) 2 YePItF=4.99, D= .008). A B4 Ay} A
Prostate cancer 10(4.6) A7 Yo g 273t tiakRle] 2L HoF £z
Others 30(13.9)
o =
Cancer treatment Single Therapy t 106(49.1) (2 58+0. 36) ] E]_ (2 41 0. 37)-]’]- (2 41 0. 41)
ype | Mliple Therapy {7 | 110509 A S STk oI sl Ui 2
Time since G 109605 ra, 4% B2 B4 e FLEL S0l $oIT A
diagnosis >53 107(49.5) ol gy
0 2803.0) o7} Qe AoE et
Number of 12 146(67.6)
comorbidities
>37) 42(19.4)
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Table 3. The level of death anxiety according to
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Varibles | Cawgores | MzsD | E | AT o] SR AOIEUT, 98, B L
Cend Male 2442037 | o o of gt QA40] FHAAE EATE A= (Table <
T | Female [ 2doodo | |- 2t Re] FoEMS 9-2(r=280, p( 001), B&
w6 | 2474042 gl T Q1810=259, pC 0013 frolet B A
Age(year) 70-79 2.46+0.35 0.06 954 AP 9= Aoz Uehton xjokEdziule 9.0l
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E35l7} 000 ool B
Living with |With spouse only| 2.48+0.36 0.49 .615 OOD X]-O]-O ?:}7”‘?”}— e e ks _'_Zj' AJ%%ﬂ]7} 21
With family | 241+046 = AoZ YehFoH(r=-.536, p< .001), &39I &
Rl No 2554035 | 2(r=.289, p< .001), S-EQNT} AobgaH(r=-.239,
eligion . .
‘ Yeo | 241041 pC001)] ATAET) o 2 A2 vy,
None 2.52+0.47
Elementary . .
; 2.50£0.37 Table 4. Correlat th d bl
Ed]ileii;lon «chool 148 m able orrelations among the measured variables
Middle school 2.43+0.33 Death Reo Awareness
>High school 2.36+0.43 anxiety integrity Depression oodo(fi i,
Health National health 2.47+0.40 5
insurance insurance 0.98 328 De?‘th 1
status Medical aid | 2.3940.26 anxiety
Ego -.239 1
Monthly 99 2472040 integrity (<.001)
income 100-199 2.43+0.38 0.36 .696 289 =536
(10.000won) =200 250036 Depression | ((001) | (CooD) !
Perceived Poor 2.58+0.36 Awareness of| .259 048 019 1
health Average 2.41+0.37 (;gi) .008 good death | (€001 (480) (786)
status Good 2414041
Gastric cancer | 2.53+043 3.5 =ZS2010]| a2 O|x|= L9l
colon cancer 2.47+0.37 _ _ B
Ty AT hite] SRl FFE TS RIS ot
Uterine cancer | 45¥0%7 7] 3 S SARAL AN Aol BAEA
Cancer type|_Ling cancer_| 2352021 | og1 | 731 7/Rg AH% A, BAA(Tolerance 059~
Liver cancer 2.47+0.57 0.99& 0.101%01‘212% —Ev—*,}"%‘%}ﬁ?l(\/ariance
Thyroid cancer | 2.51+0.25 -
. - 104 Inflation Factor, VIF2 1.01~1.71& X5 10°]st2
rostate cancer 4310.45 q-E]—q— ne 5—_% tﬂ*ﬂ—ﬂ = 294 —‘:.'—Z-]]7]— o100
Others 2.40+0.36 T 7 =T N we=
Cancer | Single therapyt | 2.44+0.37 SRl E=3F 2219] AR 56 4
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A case of surgical therapy or chemotherapy or radiotherapy
"Two or more of the single therapy
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Table 5. The factors affecting the death anxiety
Model I Model Il Model I Model IV
Variables
B t p B t p B t p B t p
(Constant) 47.253 | <001 11.57 | <001 8523 | <001 5.135 <.001
Religion(no) 173 2.602 .010 147 2211 .028 .145 2.212 .028 .148 2.332 .021
Perceived
health 207 2.690 .008 147 1.837 .068 .073 0.867 .387 .082 1.007 315
status(poor)
Perceived
health -.022 -0.290 772 -.039 -0.509 611 -.081 -1.043 .298 -.013 -0.166 .868
status(average)
Ego integrity -172 | -2.467 014 -.080 | -1.033 303 -105 | -1.399 163
Depression .206 2.531 .012 .185 2.345 .020
Awareness of
good death 255 3.950 <.001
F(p) 5.67(.001) 5.88(£.001) 6.10(£.001) 8.04(£.001)
Changed of R 022 023 .058
Adj.R® .061 .083 .106 164
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