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The Effect of Married Women's Self-Awareness on the Acceptance
of Extra-Marital Relationship: Focused on the Mediated Effect of
Individuals' Criticism of TV drama regarding Infidelity

Hee-Jin Lee
School of Communication Arts & Science, Handong Global University
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Abstract This study empirically examined the effect of married women's self-awareness on the
acceptance of extra-marital relationships and the mediating effects of individuals' criticism of
television's drama about infidelity. The data was obtained by conducting a survey of married women (304
persons) and was analyzed based on the Structural Equal Model (SEM). The notable findings are as
follows. First, the respondents are generally less receptive to extramarital relationships. Of the total
respondents, 46.7% do not accept extramarital relations. 43.8% of the respondents showed an unclear
position on extra-marital relationships, and about 10% of respondents showed an accepting position on
extramarital affairs. This suggests that extramarital relationships can emerge as a real issue that is
important for married women. Second, self-awareness does not directly affect married women's
acceptance of extramarital affairs, however, 'self-awareness' proved to have a significant effect on
'acceptance to extramarital relationships' by using 'criticism' as a full mediation effect for affair-themed
TV dramas. The effects of critical thinking and the judgment of married women on the content of TV
dramas containing adultery has been confirmed to be a very important aspect of married women's
understanding of extramarital relationships. Some practical and political implications are discussed
based on this study's findings.
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- CTVD : Criticism of TV drama

- SA : Self-Awareness

- AER : Acceptance of Extra-Marital Relationship

Fig. 1. Research Model Analysis
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Table 1. Means of Major Variables (N=304)
Variables Mean SD
SA(Self-Awareness) 3.7160 53823
CTVD(Criticism of TV 37634 63214
Drama)
AER(Acceptance of
Extramarital Relationship) 2.6346 99767
Table 2. Frequencies of Major Variables. (N=304)
. Categories o
Variables G point scale)) N%)
A =(2 3(1%)
(Self- 2>, <4 164(53.9%)
Awareness) = (4 137(45.2%)
CTVD =(2 6(2%)
(Criticism 2>, <4 153(50.2%)
of TVDrama) ) = (4 145(47.7%)
AFR =(2 142(46.7%)
(Acceptance of 2>, <4 132(43.8%)
Extramarital Relationship) - (4 3000.9%
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Table 3. Factor Loaing of Measurement Model

Table 4. Direct Effect and Indirect Effect of Variables

(N=304)
Direct Effects B B SE C.R/P.
Latent . 0
Variabj| ndi= | Parameter | h ol b ] e SA—CTVD 188 | 277 | 110 | 2520
catorss| g B
es CTVD—AER -262 | -263 | 078 | -3367
1 | 547 | 1.000 505
SA— AER o012 | 017 | 097 | 177
2 | 646 | 1.178 | 146 | 8084 | ™ | 679 .
SA 3 | 694 | 1.228 | 146 | 8424 | = | 482 Indirect Bffect 5 B cl
4 824 | 1540 | .170 | 9.084 | ** | 418 SA—(CTVD) 018 016 lo -.117:
—AER : : Hi.-.008 (Sig.)
5 | 711 | 1409 | 165 | 8535 299
1 | 687 | 1.000 473 , £200.513, df=51, p.001
v |2 o7 (109 | 7 [87m8 | | aso Model Fitness TLI=.955, CFI=.965 RMSEA=051
3 705 | 1.047 | 117 | 8.983 | *** 498 5001, **pd0l, *pl.05
4 | 520 | 747 | 101 | 7403 | == | 280
1 | 493 | 1.000 243
AER 2 954 | 1.937 | 242 | 8009 | ** | 910 7H019,] TO|TA 840 x| AFZHAgo] u|A]= g3k
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.188*
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Fig. 2. CTVD Mediating Effect between SA and
AER
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Table 5. Critical Ratios for Differences between

Parameters
Variables SA—+CTVD CTVD— AER SA—AER
SA—CTVD .000
CTVD— AER -4.072 .000
SA—AER -1.839 2.048 .000
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