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Abstract The fashion industry in Korea has grown into a core sector that contributes to the development
of national industries, but it has shown negative growth due to the advent of a low-growth era. This
study aims to explore core texts related to variable factors affecting the apparel industry in Korea (and
the environmental change factors of apparel companies) by using network analysis from a diachronic
point of view. In addition, we discuss the implications of enhancing the value of fashion industries in
Korea based on articles in fashion newspapers over five years. The conclusion of this study is as follows.
First, as a suggestion for political and economic aspects, the government should minimize the damage
caused by political influence by presenting new policies, or by communicating about the practical
aspects of geopolitical issues and changes linked to the fashion industry. Second, as a suggestion of
socio-cultural aspects, it is necessary to reduce uncertainty about the future by establishing a strategic
system through cooperation with institutions that can predict future directions. Third, as a suggestion
for management changes in the apparel industry, apparel companies in Korea should recognize the
importance of consciousness of promoting development for a better society from coexistence, rather
than corporate profit.
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Table 1. The quantity of newspaper text by year

(N=44,539)
Year The quantity of newspaper text
2014 8739
2015 9,798
2016 8,744
2017 9319
2018 7.939
All 44,539
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Fig. 1. The visualization of semantic network analysis
for variable factors impacted on Korea
apparel industry in 2014 utilizing UCINET 6
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Fig. 2. The visualization of semantic network analysis
for variable Factors impacted on Korea
apparel industry in 2015 utilizing UCINET 6
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Fig. 3. The visualization of semantic network analysis
for variable Factors impacted on Korea
apparel industry in 2016 utilizing UCINET 6
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Fig. 4. The visualization of semantic network analysis
for variable Factors impacted on Korea
apparel industry in 2017 utilizing UCINET 6
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Table 2. Representative factors impacted on apparel industry in South Korea based on the change of text

pattern group by year

The change of text pattern group by year
Classification %
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Kaesong Kaesong Kaesong Kaesong Kaesong 73
industrial complex | industrial complex | industrial complex | industrial complex | industrial complex ’
FTA FTA FTA FTA - 3.64
Purchase system
) of school ~ ~ ~ B 322
Representative | yniform organized :
factors of by school
political and
economy Electrical Electrical
= - B appliances appliances 1.56
safety control act | safety control act
B _ THAAD THAAD B 133
deployment deployment '
- Minimum wages Minimum wages Minimum wages Minimum wages 1.31
Change in Change in Change in Change in Change in 5.04
the weather the weather the weather the weather the weather ’
Sports life Sports life Sports life Sports life Sports life 4.75
Representative
factors of Olympics Olympics - Olympics Olympics 3.58
social and MERS MERS - - - 1.62
cultural
Life style - Life style 1.52
The fourth
industrial 0.95
Sponsorship & Sponsorship & Sponsorship & Sponsorship & B 15.24
support support support support ’
Unfair corporate Unfair corporate ~ Unfair corporate B 12.44
practices practices practices :
Change of China China China China China 10.09
management
surroundings Collaboration Collaboration Collaboration Collaboration Collaboration 9.67
Convergence of Convergence of Convergence of Convergence of
science & science & - science & science & 7.45
technology technology technology technology
- Online & mobile | Online & mobile | Online & mobile | Online & mobile 6.2
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Table 3. Suggestions for enhancing the Values &
provision for risks in Apparel Industry in
South Korea

Suggestions for enhancing the Values &
provision for risks
in Apparel Industry in South Korea

Classification

Government should minimize the damages
caused by political influence by presenting
new policies or communicating about
more practical aspects on geopolitical
issues and changes of situation
linked to fashion industry

Political and
economy aspects

Reduce uncertainty about corporate future
is necessary by establishing strategy
system through cooperation with
institutions in other sectors that can
predict the future direction

Social and
cultural aspects

Apparel companies in Korea should
recognize the importance of consciousness
to promote development for better society

by coexisting rather than pursuing

corporate interest and actively pursue
it to promote the growth according to
the realization of corporate profits.

Aspects of
management
and environment
changes
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