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Abstract The purpose of this study was to identify the latent classes in the changing patterns of marital
conflict perceived by mothers to explore its relationship with the changing patterns of mothers'
depression, school readiness, self-esteem, and happiness of their children five years after their birth. A
total of 1,243 responses from the 1st (2008) to 5th (2012) and 7th (2014) to 10th (2017) Korean Child
and Youth Panel Study(KCYPS) were analyzed by Latent Growth Modeling (LGM) and Growth Mixture
Analysis (GMA). The results were as follows. First, three changing patterns in the mothers' perceived
marital conflict groups were identified: low-low changing, average-uptrend, and high-unchanging group.
Second, an increasing pattern of depression was found from mothers of high-unchanging group over five
years. Third, school readiness for their children was differentiated according to the latent classes. In
particular, children from the low-low changing group showed higher readiness as well as self-esteem and
happiness. Fourth, children from mothers of the low-low changing group showed high self-esteem and
happiness in lower grades in elementary school. The results of this study suggest that the mothers'
perceived marital conflict had an influence on themselves as well as their children's school related
behaviors. Suggestions for an intervention program to resolve marital conflict are also discussed.
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Table 1. General characteristics of participants

(V=1,243)

Variables Category N %
<20 1 1
Mothers’ 20-29 400 32.2
age (yr) 30-39 822 66.1
40-49 20 1.6

Middle school graduated 5 4
High school graduated 371 29.8
Mothers’ Community college graduated 363 29.2
education University graduated 434 34.9
Graduate school graduated 62 5.0

No response 8 .6
Child’s Male 637 51.2
gender Female 606 48.8
72.0 22 1.8

73.0 131 10.5

74.0 238 19.1
Child’s 75.0 334 26.9
age 76.0 252 203
(months) 770 111 89
78.0 61 4.9

79.0 11 9

No response 83 6.7

Table 2. Model fit information for model selection

ojmU7} A Zgt KRS0 Hst okt B4S 6
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i X Mean
Model x> df CFI TLI RMSEA SRMR
) Intercept Linear Quadratic
- s .109 s
No growth 205.881 13 944 957 (096-.123) 046 2.052
Linea 14.980 10 999 999 020 020 1.972%* 039
wnear : : : (.000-.040) ' ' '
Nonlinear 9.025 6 999 999 020 017 1.965™* 054" -.004
! ‘ ‘ ‘ (.000-.045) ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

* pC05, ** p<01, ** p<.001
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Table 3. Fit Indices for 1- to 3-class growth mixture models

Class proportions

Model AIC BIC SABIC Entropy  LMR(p)  BLRT(p) . 5 ;
14136.901 14172.778 14150.543 N/A N/A N/A 100
2 11821.505 11872.757 11840.993 874 .0000 .0000 31.1 68.9
3 11142.560 11209.189 11167.895 804 .0219 .0000 34.9 18.4 46.7
150 Table 5. Multiple group analysis
3.00 Latent Estimate
classes Intercept Linear
20 o class 1 1.612% 002
4.’__./?——‘.'——. 8 class? Matergal 2 1.976% 013
2.00 Classs depression
3 2.353% .028*

1.00

2008 2003 2010 2011 2012

% Class 1: low-low changing group, Class 2: average-uptrend
group, Class 3: high-unchanging group

Fig. 1. Profile plot of 3-class models

Table 4. Parameter estimates for latent classes

Estimate(S.E.)

Latent

classes Intercept Linear
1 1.398**(.047) .020*(.007)
2 2.016%(.062) 059%(.011)
3 2.979**(.126) .030(.026)

% Class 1! low-low changing group, Class 2: average-uptrend
group, Class 3: high-unchanging group
* p.05, ** pl.0L, ** pd.001
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% Class 1: low-low changing group, Class 2: average-uptrend
group, Class 3: high-unchanging group
* pC05, ** pd.01, ™ pd.001
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Table 6. One-way ANOVA comparison of school readiness, self-esteem, and happiness

Variables Latent classes N M SD F Tukey HSD
. ) Class 1 402 3.54 .36
Socia) and emotional Class 2 534 346 40 8.85 2341
evelopment
Class 3 206 3.42 43
Class 1 309 3.55 .38
“hout Aoproach o Class 2 25 545 4o 1080 2301
regfdiizss Class 3 159 3.41 42
2014 Class 1 309 3.67 43
Communication Class 2 425 3.55 49 8.53%* 2<1
Class 3 159 3.59 .50
. Class 1 309 3.71 37
e oo Class 2 25 60 4o 979 2301
Class 3 159 3.59 40
Self-esteermn Class 1 398 3.48 .46
Class 2 522 3.44 49 1.64
2015
Class 3 203 3.41 49
Class 1 384 3.51 43
Self-esteem Self;gitgem Class 2 505 3.44 44 4.81%* 3<1
Class 3 193 3.39 .45
Class 1 375 3.54 42
Self-esteem Class 2 493 3.45 46 7.97% 2341
2017
Class 3 191 3.39 43
. Class 1 398 3.28 44
fappiness Class 2 522 324 50 314 34
Class 3 203 3.18 .49
. Class 1 384 3.35 .40
Happiness Happiness Class 2 505 3.32 46 1.61
2016
Class 3 193 3.28 41
) Class 1 375 3.37 44
Happiness Class 2 493 331 45 420° 31
Class 3 191 3.27 44

% Class 1: low-low changing group, Class 2: average-uptrend group, Class 3: high-unchanging group

* p<05, * pl0l, ** pd.001
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