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Abstract The purpose of this paper was to understand the mediating effect of academic achievement
on the relationship between youth activity participation and career decision-making in middle school
students. To this end, data from the KCYPS2018 (Korean Children and Youth Panel Survey 2018) were
used, and this research proceeded with 2,471 middle school 1st grade students. This analysis method was
a regression analysis to examine any mediating effect. And the findings are as follows. Middle school
students' youth activities participation had a significant effect on career decision-making and academic
achievement, and the effect of youth activities participation on career decision-making was mediated in
part by academic achievement. Thus, a variety of youth activity programs should be developed and
provided to middle school students to increase their motivation and academic achievement. Education
and training for youth leaders and teachers should be provided to help middle school students make

career decisions by operating youth activity programs in conjunction with the free semester system.
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Academic Achievement

Participation of
Youth Activities

Career Decision-Making

Fig. 1. Model of Research
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Table 1. Frequency Analysis of Variables

. Respondents | Percentage
Variables (N22.471) ©% 8

. Undecidedness 618 25.0
Decisi;zflf/;aking Generally L178 477
Concretely 675 27.3
Gender Male 1,337 54.1
Female 1,134 45.9
Very Low 52 2.1
Academic Low 308 12.5
Achievement Middle 952 385
High 868 35.1
very High 291 11.8
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Table 2. Descriptive Analysis of Variables

Table 3. Correlation Analysis

N=2,471 N=2,471
Variables M Std. Variables 1 2 3 4
Academic Achievement 3.42 925 1 1
Culture&Art 2.44 .982
Science 1.65 874 2 028 1
Adventure 1.83 904 3 -075" 177" 1
Volunteer 2.26 1.078 4 -.009 145" 080" 1
Career 2.33 994 o0l o1
Youth ; , z % pd.001, ** p<
Activities International Exchange 115 456 (1)Gender, (2)Youth Activities, (3)Academic Achievement
Participation Health 1.86 918 (4)Career Decision-Making
Self-Improvement 1.64 .858
Environment 1.57 776 _ _ _ N L o .
Inside School Circle 2.61 1.35 Xéilé%l%ﬁ-o:]g} ‘o_‘]_céj\é_ﬁ_‘: ﬂié’éﬂoﬂ chJLg D]X]f
Outside School Circle 1.36 .822 _Q_QJQ_E/H, fg‘i‘é%}%@'qﬂ Q-/]\—ﬂ- %7]—’@'—/{\&_‘, '5_}%}
ol Do | 57 garee whn A4USS 283 FASIE
Aoz vt
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Table 4. Analysis of Mediating Effect
N=2,471
Nonstandard Coefficient Stafx;dard
Step Variables Coefficient t R? F
B S. E. 8
Participation of Adolescent Activities —
Stepl Academic Achievement .029 .003 177 8.957 031 80.234
step2 Participatio?'of Adolt‘escent Activities — 018 003 145 7283 021 53.046™
Career Decision-Making
Participatio?of Adoéescent Activities— 017 003 135 6,686
Step3 Career Decision-Making 023 30433
Academic Achievement — Career - ’ :
L. . 044 .016 .056 2.771
Decision-Making

e pd.001, ** p01
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Fig. 2. Mediating Effect Test
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