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Effects of Multicultural Awareness and Cultural Empathy
on Cultural Competency in Nursing Students

Kyoung-Ha Kim

Division of Nursing Science, Songwon University
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Abstract This study was a descriptive research that attempted to provide the basis for improving cultural
competence by identifying the effect of multicultural awareness and cultural empathy on the cultural
competence of nursing students. The subjects were nursing students from grades 1 to 4 who were
enrolled in two nursing colleges in Gwangju and Chonnam. The data were collected from September to
December 2018. The 201 data collected were analyzed by descriptive statistics, t-test, ANOVA, Pearson's
correlation coefficient, and multiple regression analysis with SPSS 25.0 for windows. Multicultural
awareness(r=.451, p{.01) and cultural empathy(r=.582, p<.01) had high positive correlations with cultural
competence. The factors that affected the cultural competence were cultural empathy(8=.422, p<.001)
and multicultural awareness(8=.222, p<{.001) order. The explanatory power of these factors was 40.5%.
These findings suggest that in order to promote the cultural competence of nursing students, strategies
to promote multicultural awareness and cultural empathy should be developed, and these strategies

should focus more on cultural empathy than on multicultural awareness.
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Table 1. Descriptive Statistics of Measurement Variables

(N=201)
Variables M+SD

Multicultural Awareness 3.52%.46

Cultural Empathy 3.55+.46

Cultural Competence 3.67+.57
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Table 2. Degree of Cultural Competence according
to General Characteristics (N=201)
Cultural Competence

Character-
istics Range Mean+SD Szh/efié
<20 3.27+.49
Age 21~30 3.46%.62 3813
=30 2.81+.36
Male 3.51+.57
Sex Female 3.34+.50 ~1553
st 3.08+.45%
Marital 2nd 340¢450 10027
status 3rd 3.24+.61° a(lz,dd,
4th 3.60+.60° ‘
Catholic 3.14+.66
. Christianity 3.31+.55
Religion Buddhism 3.36+.50 1142
None 3.42+.51
Foreign Yes 3.03+.54 703
friends No 3.03+.43 )
Experience Yes 3.32+.55
of overseas -1.336
rip No 3.43%.60
None 3.35+.44
English Little 3.28+.55 1119
level Moderate 3.40+.64 ’
Well 3.53+.37
None 3.36+.53
lar(l);g:;es Little 3.28+.50 L1
lovel Moderate 3.38+.66
Well 3.64+.37
Experience of  Yes 3.38+.53
multicultual 329
education o 335201 )
None 3.54+.57
Interests 1 e 3.29+.63
in -, 1.721
multiculture Moderate 3.35£.50
Very much 3.47+ .41

#* p<.05, ***p<.001

Table 3. Correlation among Measurement Variables

(N=201)
i Multicultural Cultural Cultural
Variables
Awareness Empathy Competence
Multicultural 1
Awareness
Cultural e
Empathy 480 1
Cultural 451" 582" .
Competence
*pd.01
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Table 4. Effed of Multicultural Awareness and Cultural

Empathy on Cultural Competence (N=201)
Variables B SE B t
Multicultural 272 077 oy 3535
wareness
Cultural
Empathy 518 .080 422 6.481
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