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Change of Seoul’s Downtown Planning
Focusing on Urban Conservation from the 1960s to the 1990s
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to understand changes in Seoul's downtown planning from the
1960s to 1990s. The approach was examined by classifying its formation process though urban
conservation. The effects of modernization and urbanization on Seoul's downtown planning were as
follows. In the 1960s, Seoul attempted to decentralize urban functions due to excessive population. In
the 1970s, a policy to diversify urban functions according to Gangnam development was enacted. In the
1980s, the existing downtown declined, and the sub-downtown grew with changing urban functions. In
the 1990s, the identity of the existing downtown was recognized through the Seoul Memorial Project.
This study also analyzed downtown planning efforts concerned with urban conservation. First, the
physical aspects of existing buildings and street facilities were maintained. Second, the spatial aspects
for the maintenance of surrounding areas were proposed. Fourth, the social aspects for accessibility by
Seoul citizens was improved. This analysis demonstrates the concept of urban conservation based on

physical-spatial-social aspects.
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Fig. 2. Seoul downtown view in the 1960s
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Fig. 3. Spatial structure plan in the 1966 Seoul Urban
Plan
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