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Abstract This study examined the meaning of the experiences of university students majoring in
occupational therapy, where their practice was discontinued due to COVID-19, and to provide basic data
for future measures. This study was a phenomenological study. The subjects of this study were seven
students. Interviews were analyzed according to Colaizzi data analysis. As a result of an interview, it was
organized into 17 themes, six themes clusters, and two categories. The themes clusters were indifference,
problem recognition, wandering, coping, aftermath, and anticipation for coping. The students
experienced a confused and frustrating situation after recognizing the problem of COVID-19 and
experienced anxiety and regret as they experienced the interruption of their fieldwork. The students
expected all universities to implement a batch and quick response at the same time. In the future, a
systematic communication and delivery system is needed to quickly prepare and implement

countermeasures at the same time as institutions, associations, and universities.
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Table 1. General characteristics of the students

Pl | P2 | P3 | P4 | P5 | P6 | P7
Sex F F M M M F F
Age 23 | 23 | 25| 25| 26 | 23 | 23
Grade 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
Pre-experience
of fieldwork 0 1 1 0 1 1 1
practice
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Questions

Questions about the fieldwork practice related to
COVID-19

Please tell me about preparing and expectation of the
fieldwork practice.

Please tell me about any experiences you have had
during the practice related to the occurrence of
COVID-19.

Please tell me about your experience in the process of
stopping the practice related to COVID-19.

Please tell me about your feelings, thoughts, and
experiences after interruption of fieldwork practice
related to COVID-19.
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Fig. 1. Word Cloud for the meaningful statements
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Table 3. Categorization of experience of interruption
of the fieldwork practice

Categories Themes Themes
clusters
Indifference |Unaware of the seriousness
period I'm safe’
Hospital taking preventive
measures
Problem Reduction of the patients
recognition |Supervisor's comment
period Interruption of fieldwork
practice of students from other
- university
Effects of Envy of other school students to
COVID19 . stop fieldwork practice
Wand'eréng Worry about late coping
perio Personal effort
Frustrating
Anxiety
Coping period |Regret
Relief
Aftermath  |Economic loss
period This was the best
Expectation of rapid coping
Expectation Expectatiox? of Necess‘ity of. preparing a
future action |collective, simultaneous, and
quick countermeasure
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