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Abstract The current study examines whether the dementia experience and social support is associated
with dementia attitude and whether health literacy moderates the relationship between these variables.
We used data from the 2016 Dementia Literacy Survey collected by K University. We conducted our
analysis with 522 community-dwelling older Koreans aged 60 to 79. Findings of the multivariate
regression analyses showed belows. First, dementia experience and dementia attitude were related in
cognitive and behavioral aspects. Second, social support was also related negatively with dementia
attitude in cognitive part. However, social support was also related positively with dementia attitude in
behavior part. Third, health literacy was positively related with dementia attitude in cognitive part.
However, health literacy was negatively related with dementia attitude in behavior part. Lastly, health
literacy had significant moderating effects with social support and dementia attitude in cognitive part.

Our findings suggest that health literacy plays an important role in fostering a positive dementia attitude.

Keywords : Health Literacy, Dementia Experience, Social Support, Dementia Attitude, Dementia Attitude
Scale
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Table 1. Independent Variable & Moderating Variable

Variable Measure

If there is a person with dementia
Dementia among family members, relatives,
experience friends, acquaintances =1, if not in

the present and in the past = 0

Social support Social Support(ESSI)

Health Literacy CDC Health Literacy scale
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Table 2. Control Variable

Variable Measure
Gender Male=1, Female=0
Age (yrs) Continuous variable

Live alone Yes=1, No=0

Ineducation=1, Elementary school=2,
Middle school=3, High school=4,
College=5, University or higher=6

Education lever

Logarithmic value of
Personal income

Personal income
(Monthly average)
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Table 3. General Characteristics of Variables

Variable Obs Mean/%
Male 229 49.46
Gender
Female 234 50.54
Age (yrs) (mean) 68.08 5.67
Yes 126 27.21
Live alone
No 337 72.79
Ineducation 46 9.94
Elementary school 138 29.81
Middle school 109 23.54
Education lever High school 138 29.81
College 10 2.16
University
or_higher 2 475
Yes 291 62.85
Economic avctivity
No 172 37.15
Personal income (mean,
(Monthly average) 10,000 won) 128.10 98.17
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Table 4. Frequency and Descriptive Statistics of

Variables
Variable Obs Mean/% | Std. Dev.
. Dementia
Dementia Knowledge 463 43.08 7.48
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Social Comport 463 38.68 7.73
Dementia Yes 94 20.30 -
experience No 369 79.70 -
Social support 463 22.87 4.62
Health Literacy 463 10.27 2.54
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Fig. 2. Moderated Regression Graph

Table 6. Regression Results on Influencing Factors of Dementia Attitude (Dementia Knowledge)

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3
Variable
Coef. SE Coef. SE Coef. SE
Gender 0.61 0.76 0.44 0.76 0.21 0.77
Age (yrs) 0.04 0.07 0.08 0.07 0.09 0.07
Control Live alone 0.49 0.35 0.29 0.36 -1.99 0.83 *
variable [ phucation lever | 0.64 0.83 0.79 0.83 0.26 0.35
Personal income | 059 -0.08 059 0.15 0.56
(log)
Dementia 157 0.86 + 158 0.85 + 5.98 391
Independent experience(A)
variable i
' Social -0.18 0.08 * -0.22 0.08 w 055 0.29 T
support(B)
Moderating Health " o
variable Literacy(C) 0.34 0.16 217 0.63
Interactive
% -0.41 0.37
Interactive term(A*C)
term Interactive -
) -0.07 0.02
constant value 42.45 6.46 ek 37.72 6.81 ek 19.87 9.17 *
F 1.7 2.07* 3,29
R-squared 0.0254 0.035 0.0678
Adj R-squared 0.0105 0.0181 0.0472
N 463 463 463

t p<0.1, * p<0.05, ™ p<0.01, ™" p<0.001
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Table 7. Regression Results on Influencing Factors of Dementia Attitude (Social Comport)

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3
Variable
Coef. SE Coef. SE Coef. SE
Gender -0.45 0.79 -0.30 0.79 -0.22 0.80
Age (yrs) 0.16 0.07 * 0.14 0.07 t 0.14 0.07 *
Control Live alone -1.55 0.85 T -1.58 0.85 T -1.54 0.86 T
variable Education lever 0.27 0.35 0.44 0.37 0.40 0.37
Personal income | ) 4 058 * 143 058 * 151 058 *
(log)
Dementia 169 0.87 t 169 0.87 t 073 | 405
Independent experience(A)
ariable i
o Soctal 0.15 0.081 t 0.18 0.08 * 0.24 030
support(B)
Moderating Health ~
variable Literacy(C) 0.29 0.16 T 0.17 0.66
Interactive
* 0.27 0.38
Interactive term(A*C)
term Interactive
B C) -0006 | 003
Constant value 16.70 6.52 * 20.69 6.85 o 18.47 9.51 t
F 3.68™* 3.66™* 2.95**
R-squared 0.0534 0.0603 0.0613
Adj R-squared 0.0389 0.0438 0.0405
N 463 463 463

t p<0.1, * p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001
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