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Abstract This study identified the types and dimensions of faculty-student interaction (FSI). A narrative
methodology was applied within the qualitative research paradigm. Data was collected using individual
in-depth interviews involving 10 students who had experiences of faculty-student interaction more than
6 times over the prior 6 semesters. Data was analyzed according to actors' perspectives, the motivation
of actions, and actions toward goal achievement. Three major types of faculty-student interactions
emerged from our analysis. First, the initiative interaction type reflects active characteristics of the
narrator within FSI and is goal achievement-oriented. Second, the stereotyped interaction was
characterized as a unified reaction to the FSI and not significantly related to self-development. Lastly,
the reciprocal interaction reflected characteristics of narrators who had potential and flexibility for
self-development in the circumstances involving support from professors. The results of this study
indicate that faculty-student interaction does not represent the best way to support students for their
successful school lives. Faculty needs professionality and sensitivity for student teaching, and students
must exhibit curiosity and activeness in developing their knowledge. Positive outcomes from the FSI will
be expected in supportive school environments.
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Table 1. Types and dimensions of Faculty-student

Interaction(FSI)
Levels Perspectives of| Motivation of| Results of | Types of
actor action action Interaction
‘ Tailore‘d Self
information Devel :
Purposef| “Self” itself from the evelopmen .
i (Gaol Initiative
ul (Active self)) professor )
(Meaningful achl'evement
oriented)
student)
Tailored
“Self” information Self
among students from the [Development .
- i Reciprocal
(active and professor (Emotional
passive self) | (Meaningful focused)
Formal | ________..]..studeny | |
General
“A student” | information [Not achieved| Stereotype
among students  from the self
(Passive self) professor  |development
(A student)
Tailored
information Self
Unofficial |Indicated “self’| from the |Development Reci A
purposeful] (Passive self) professor (Emotional | CCIProc
(Meaningful focused)
student)
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