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Abstract This study was designed to investigate the health information usage of immigrants. A
questionnaire survey was conducted on 171 immigrants. Data was analyzed for descriptive statistics,
chi-square test, and Fisher's exact test. The frequency of migrants' use of health information is low, and
the number of respondents who use health information less than once a month is highest. There were
statistically significant differences in the frequency of use of health information according to age,
occupation, and those who contracted diseases. The main source of health information was the Internet,
and there were differences in the sources of health information according to age and whether the
Internet was used. Most of the respondents used health information for themselves, and there was a
difference in the targets of using health information according having a cohabitee and the perceived
health status. It was found that the majority of immigrants do not actively use health information.
However, when the age increased or the immigrant was unhealthy, the use of health information
increased to solve health problems. Therefore, it is important to provide health information in a variety

of ways according to the characteristics of immigrants.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Respondents,

n=171
Variables n(%)
Sex Male 77(45.0)
Female 94(55.0)
Age 19~29 32(18.7)
30~39 59(34.5)
40~49 43(25.1)
50~59 27(15.8)
over 60 10(5.8)
Education | High school and less 57(33.3)
College or over 114(66.7)
Marriage Married 101(59.1)
Not Single 52(30.4)
married Divorced/bereaved 18(10.5)
Living with | Yes 51(50.5)
spouse™ No 40(39.6)
no answer 1009.9)
Living with | Alone 62(36.3)
Family/relatives 63(36.8)
Friends/Others 46(26.9)
Occupation | Production 110(64.3)
Student 20(11.7)
House Wife 14(8.2)
Service/sales 8(4.7)
Specialty/Clerical 6(3.5)
Other 2(1.2)
None 13(7.6)
Perceived Unhealthy 31(18.1)
health Average 67(39.2)
status Healthy 73(42.7)
Having Yes 74(43.3)
diseases No 97(56.7)
Having Yes 129(75.4)
computer No 42(24.6)
Use of Yes 138(80.7)
Internet No 33(19.3)
Country Philippines 82(48.0)
of origin Mongoha 31(18.1)
China 14(8.2)
Bangladesh 12(7.0)
Nepal 5(2.9)
Nigeria 5(2.9)
South Africa 4(2.3)
Pakistan 3(1.8)
Vietnam 3(1.8)
USA 3(1.8)
Others 9(5.3)
Period of 1~2 50(29.2)
residence in| 2~4 48(28.1)
Korea (year)| 4~6 23(13.5)
6~8 17(9.9)
8~10 9(5.3)
=10 24(14.0)

*only for married respondents
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Table 2. Frequency of Health Information Usage, n=171

Variables =1/W =1/M /M Total(%) P-value

Total 35(20.5) 59(34.5) 77(45.0) 171(100)

Sex Male 18(23.4) 23(29.9) 36(46.8) 77(100) 462
Female 17(18.1) 36(38.3) 41(43.6) 94(100)

Age 20~29 10313) 6(18.8) 16(50.0) 32(100) 041
30~39 8(13.6) 18(30.5) 33(55.9) 59(100)
40~49 7(16.3) 21(48.8) 15(34.9) 43(100)
Over 50 10(27.0) 14(37.8) 13(35.1) 37(100)

Education High school or less 10(17.5) 22(38.6) 25(43.9) 57(100) 671
College or over 25(21.9) 37(32.5) 52(45.6) 114(100)

Marriage Married 20(19.8) 39(38.6) 42(41.6) 101(100) 384
Not married 15(21.4) 20(28.6) 35(50.0) 70(100)

Having job Yes 20(16.1) 49(39.5) 55(44.4) 124(100) 024
No 1531.9) 10(21.3) 22(46.8) 47(100)

Perceived health Unhealthy 10(32.3) 11(35.5) 10(32.3) 31(100) 071
status Average 17(25.4) 22(32.8) 28(41.8) 67(100)
Healthy 8(11.0) 26(35.6) 39(53.4) 73(100)

Having Yes 21(28.4) 27(36.5) 26(35.1) 74(100) .031
diseases No 14(14.4) 3263.0 51(2.6) 97(100)
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Table 3. Source of Health Information, n=171

Variables n(%)

Internet 51(29.8)
Informant

Friends/Colleagues 36(21.1)

Family/Relatives 13(7.6)
Institution

Healthcare center 26(15.2)

Supporting center* 22(12.9)
Mass media

Book, newspaper, magazine 8(4.7)

TV/Radio 15(8.8)

*supporting center. community center
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Table 4. Source of Health Information by General Characteristics, n=171

Variables @ @ [©) @ Total(%) P-value

Total 51(29.8) 49(28.7) 48(28.1) 23(13.5) 171(100)

Sex Male 24(31.2) 24(31.2) 20(26.0) 9(11.7) 77(100) 817
Female 27(28.7) 25(26.6) 28(29.8) 14(14.9) 94(100)

Age 20~29 12(37.5) 12(37.5) 6(18.8) 2(6.3) 32(100) 025
30~39 17(28.8) 21(35.6) 12(20.3) 9(15.3) 59(100)
40~49 15(34.9) 11(25.6) 14(32.6) 3(7.0) 43(100)
Over 50 7(18.9) 5(13.5) 16(43.2) 9(24.3) 37(100)

Education High school or less 10(17.5) 16(28.1) 21(36.8) 10(17.5) 57(100) .052
College or over 41(36.0) 33(28.9) 27(23.7) 13(11.4) 114(100)

Marriage Married 27(26.7) 28(27.7) 29(28.7) 17(16.8) 101(100) 392
Not married 26(34.3) 21(30.0) 19(27.1) 6(8.6) 70(100)

Having job Yes 39(31.5) 33(26.6) 38(30.6) 14(11.3) 124(100) 297
No 12(25.5) 16(34.0) 10(21.3) 9(19.1) 47(100)

Perceived Unhealthy 7(22.6) 9(29.0) 7(22.6) 8(25.8) 31(100) 335
health status Average 21(31.3) 20(29.9) 17(25.4) 9(13.4) 67(100)
Healthy 23(1.5) 2027.4) 24(32.9) 6(82) 73(100)

Having diseases Yes 23(31.1) 17(23.0) 21(28.4) 13(17.6) 74(100) 364
No 28(28.9) 32(33.0) 27(27.8) 10(10.3) 97(100)

Use Internet Yes 47(34.1) 41(29.7) 35(25.4) 15(10.9) 138(100) 019
No 4(12.1) 8(24.2) 13(39.4) 8(24.2) 33(100)

Having computer | Yes 43(33.3) 38(29.5) 32(24.8) 16(12.4) 129(100) 195
No 8(19.0) 11(26.2) 16(38.1) 7(16.7) 42(100)

(@Internet @Informant @lnstitution @Mass media

Table 5. Target of Health Information Usage, n=171

Variables Self Family Friends Total(%) P-value
/relatives /Others

Total 69(40.4) 52(30.4) 50(29.3) 171(100)

Sex Male 37(48.1) 22(28.6) 18(23.4) 77(100) 145
Female 32(34.0) 30(31.9) 32(34.0) 94(100)

Age 20~29 17(53.1) 9(28.1) 6(18.8) 32(100) 423
30~39 24(40.7) 20(33.9) 15(25.4) 59(100)
40~49 13(30.2) 13(30.2) 17(39.5) 43(100)
over 50 15(40.5) 10(27.0) 1232.4) 37(100)

Education High school or less 29(50.9) 17(29.8) 11(19.3) 57(100) .073
College or over 40(35.1) 35(30.7) 39(34.2) 114(100)

Marriage Married 43(42.6) 30(29.7) 28(27.7) 101(100) 765
Not married 26(37.1) 22(31.4) 22(31.4) 70(100)

Living with Alone 27(43.5) 14(22.6) 21(33.9) 124(100) .000
Family/relatives 25(39.7) 30(47.6) 8(12.7) 47(100)
Friends/Others 17(37.0) 8(17.4) 21(45.7) 31(100)

Having job Yes 44(35.5) 38(30.6) 42(33.9) 67(100) .051
No 25(53.2) 14(29.8) 8(17.0) 73(100)

Perceived health Unhealthy 19(61.3) 8(25.8) 4(12.9) 74(100) .000
status Average 30(44.8) 11(16.4) 26(38.8) 97(100)
Healthy 2027.4) 33(45.2) 20(27.4) 138(100)

Having diseases Yes 32(43.2) 18(24.3) 24(32.4) 33(100) 314
No 37(38.1) 34(35.1) 26(26.8) 129(100)
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